REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2015
(Due to Columbus Day Holiday)

Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Bunke, Colbenson.   Absent:  Council members Dahl, Honsey
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Colbenson seconded by Bunke to approve the agenda as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Colbenson seconded by Bunke to approve the September 28, 2015 meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one wishing to speak at this time.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending  10/13/15
· Approval of the Financial Statement and Investment Report
· Approval of the Police Dept. Revenue & Expense Report
· Approval of the Police Department Activity Report
· Approval of the PWD Overtime & Banked Hours Report 

· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report 
· Acceptance of Audit Report on Expenditures of Federal Awards for year ended December 014 (OMB Circular A-133 Audit)

· Approval of Mayor’s Proclamation Honoring local businesses, Minnesota Manufacturer’s Week, October 1-10, 2015

· Annual review and approval of the Public Works Department Snow Removal Policy (reminder letters will be sent to residents of the alternate side parking streets)

· Review of Deer Hunting Policy & Application Process

Upon roll call all voted aye. 
As per public notification, public comment will be taken to consider amending the Rushford Zoning Ordinance, Subdivision Regulations Ordinance.  The intent is to insure eligibility for Safe Routes to School Program Funding by requiring any subdivision development authorized on or after 6/1/16, to incorporate safe routes to school infrastructure in the subdivision development plans.  The Rushford Planning Commission has reviewed the proposed amendment.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to open the public hearing.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Glen Palacek presented a question from his lawyers:  “Will this amendment have any impact on the development of our 52 acres if a court determines that access is acceptable for a public road?”  It was noted that this amendment becomes part of the City’s Subdivision Ordinance and it will be applicable for ALL future developments within the City of Rushford.  The definition of Safe Routes Infrastructure was also noted to be “a safe and appealing nonmotorized means of transportation to and from school.”  
Hearing no further public comments or questions, there was a motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to close the public hearing.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
Roger Knutson, Public Works Director, reviewed a previously provided memo regarding the scheduled upgrade of the Case Wheel Loader.  The five year warranty on the current machine expires this summer, and State bid pricing for an upgrade is available only through March 2016.  Titan Machinery is quoting the trade-up to a New Case 621F Wheel Loader of $136,013.00, giving a very good trade-in value of $90,000.00, bringing the net purchase price to $46,013.00.  Preparing for this five year rotation schedule, funds are available in the Capital Projects fund to cover this cost.  Knutson noted how important this piece of equipment was and the various uses within the department.  The quick detach feature on the loader allows for changing of attachments easily and safely and to continue to use our own buckets, forks, stinger and grapple.  Discussion was also held regarding the option of purchasing radial tires and an additional cost; the ability to easily repair that type of tire and if spending extra on those tires would be worthwhile.  This information will be researched and a recommendation provided to the Council at the next meeting.
Documentation of the history of the re-use of the liquor store building was provided for review:
· March 2012 minutes to hire CRW Design Group for professional services; total price paid for all planning and bid services $29,681.36

· March 2013 CRW letter on estimated cost of renovation for building, mechanical and electric, design/construction contingency $162,750.00

· Floor plan for remodeling plan/specifications that went out for bid

· March 2013 CRW letter on bid opening results and costs $129,746.00

· USDA Rural Financing letter on cost they would finance; adding in legal, architect, and equipment $181,220.00 – bids were rejected and financing turned down April, 2013
· Section of funding agreement with State for disaster assistance with FEMA federal funds covering 75% and State bond covering 25%; City is obligated to pay back State bond funds if the building is sold, amounting to approximately $207,857.00 or whatever fair market value sale is

Administrator Sarvi noted that he and public works had walked through the building feeling that much of the work could be done by them and possibly STS work crews, as time allowed, except for plumbing and electrical items.   It was noted again that the total cost of the project needs to be taken into account to meet and follow the State law for competitive bidding of projects.  It is unknown what the cost of materials would be at this time to complete the project.   Council member Bunke wished to state for the record that his feelings about the use of this building had not changed.  He sees no pressing need to move city hall operations to that building (although it is cramped, it is still functional) and he would rather see commercial development in that site.  Bunke stated he would like to attract other business opportunities, tax-paying entities to that building.  Council member Colbenson also suggested that the building should be sold for other commercial ventures.    No decision was made at this time, but public works will research material costs based on the original plans/specs and report back to the council.
Next item of business was to consider the Draft Amendment to the Subdivision Ordinance as previously discussed at the public hearing.  It was noted again that this amendment would become  part of a long list of requirements for any proposed subdivision development within the City; the requirement to incorporate safe routes to school planning helps insure safe travels for students and also allows access to grant funding which may be available to create that infrastructure.  Having no other changes to the draft amendment, there was a Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to adopt the amendment to the Subdivision Regulations Ordinance/Safe Routes to School.  The Ordinance Amendment shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and publication.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
It was noted the PAPI system at the Rushford Municipal Airport passed the final flyover test and that both runways are now functioning properly.
Over the upcoming MEA weekend, work will be done to insulate the water laterals on Grove Street that had the freezing issues in the past.

Motion by Colbenson seconded by Bunke that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:15 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

October 13, 2015 Council Meeting Minutes
Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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