REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF OCTOBER 22, 2012
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Honsey, Bunke, Colbenson 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of a report on the fiscal impact of the new point/grade system implemented for some of the revised job descriptions; and to discuss planning, zoning and tree board items during the strategic planning area. Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson to approve the minutes of October 9, 2012 meeting as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye. 
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with the following persons wishing to speak:
· Myron Schober reported he had attended the Southern MN Initiative Foundation (SMIF) annual luncheon; noting their dedication to early childhood education and technology grants.  He also noted he and Beth Stanford were the only representatives from Rushford at the event.  
The following notices and communications were received:
· Notification from Fillmore County Zoning Office regarding a public hearing to be held October 18, 2012 at the Fillmore County Courthouse on a proposed zoning Ordinance Amendment
· Notification of Alcohol Training Seminar sponsored by Rushford Police Dept./conducted by MN Dept. of Public Safety, Alcohol & Gambling Enforcement; approximately 30 people attended
· Notification from Mediacom Communications regarding channel option changes
Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of list of bills paid and to be paid for period ending 10/22/12.
Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson to approve the adoption of the Mayor’s Proclamation that the week of October 22 to October 28, 2012 shall be observed as MN Manufacturers Week honoring area businesses.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

An invitation was presented to a social event to be held at the Hoiland Mill, October 25th from 5-7 p.m. for community leaders and businesses to network and celebrate the area manufacturing businesses.  The Rushford Area Chamber, City of Rushford/Rushford EDA and City of Rushford Village are hosting the event.
The Oct. 6th Strategic Planning Session agenda was continued with the discussion of the Planning Commission/Zoning with the following areas discussed:
· 2008 was date of last comprehensive plan update – no glaring holes in what City offers
· need to be sure zoning meets current and future needs

· consideration of downtown open lots and redevelopments

· consider dwindling supply of commercial/industrial lots

· consideration of new issues that may arise, such as frac sand issues
· how to get developers to look at housing market and building; some issues for potential buyers who work out of town; cost of commute
· how to fill in empty lots; look at past reasons variances were issued

· possibly look at  transportation plan to larger cities

· better to bring a satellite business here

· what type of housing is needed – look at full range of needs; condos, apartments, senior needs; aging in place programs – retrofit homes for people to stay in own homes longer
· quality of current housing has been improved after the flood; more energy efficient

· if R-P School builds, big project to deal with existing building and space; tax credits available for developers for historic use of the building

· Colbenson asked about a site for a lumber yard interested in coming to Rushford

· Bunke noted opportunities to work with City of Rushford Village as they are conducting a comprehensive plan next year; how do we work with them; borders are pretty compatible for zoning now

Tree Board Issues:

· possibly transition to Park & Tree Committee

· goals to reforest downtown area; enhance urban tree community

· planted 14 trees on streets off of main highway this year

· highway 43 project will address tree planting

· current board has conducted inventory and identified new planting sites

· continue with Arbor Day/Tree City traditions

· may have more interested people to serve if includes parks and tree functions
· overlap of park board with planning commission review; possibly have Planning liaison
· Trails & Tourism group developed to be clearing house for parks, trails, tourism issues; group not functioning at this time

Minutes of the September meetings for the Airport Commission, Planning Commission and Electric Commission were provided for review.

Staff updates on various projects:

· Levee recertification project; ITC has presented plan which Electric Commission has approved to remove poles off the north levee this fall; Mediacom is still working on their service lines

· Corps of Engineers levee repair areas; applied for two year extension of time to make repairs, acquire financing, etc.

· Bike Trail sign and map pedestal is erected; area will be enhanced with bench and landscaping
· Dammen sewer – attorney working on letter of agreement

· Motel arbitration – waiting to hear from Seri on funding needs for proposed project

· USDA/remodeling project – paperwork still being processed

· Job description updates and point/grade changes reviewed; as per agreement changes in pay for the five positions are retroactive to January 1, 2012; chart indicated fiscal impact of the change
Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson that the meeting be adjourned at 7:45 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

October, 2012 meeting minutes 

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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