REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF OCTOBER 26, 2015
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Colbenson, Honsey  Council member Bunke arrived at 6:40 p.m.
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of discussing water/wastewater engineering, Merchants Bank ICS proposal and Councilman Colbenson had a question on the School building project.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Colbenson seconded by Hallum to approve the October 13, 2015 meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call Colbenson and Hallum voted aye; Honey and Dahl abstained as they were absent from that meeting.  Motion carried.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one wishing to speak at this time.
Notification was received that by February 1st,  the City must certify that at least one voting member has completed the appeals and equalization course within the last four years in order to hold a Local Board of Appeal & Equalization (LBAE) meeting in the Spring.  Online training, completing modules at your own pace, is available until 1/31/16.  Currently all certification has expired for City of Rushford officials.   All members may take the course.  Mayor Hallum and Councilmember Honsey agreed to take the course and will be provided the on-line information.  

Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending  10/26/15
Upon roll call all voted aye. 
Roger Knutson, Public Works Director, provided an updated memo on the scheduled upgrade of the Case Wheel Loader, noting that after further research, Public Works does not recommend the radial tire option as repairs are more complicated and costly.  The recommendation was to accept the contract as listed previously:  Case 621F Wheel Loader, with 5 year warranty:  Cost $136,013.00 with trade-in of $90,000.00 for net purchase price of $46,013.00.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to approve the purchase of the wheel loader as detailed above.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to adopt Resolution 2015-059 Acknowledging with thanks a $3,000.00 Donation from AgStar Financial Services/AgStar Fund for Rural American for the Rushford Fire Department for the purchase of pagers.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Colbenson seconded by Honsey to adopt Resolution 2015-060 Acknowledging with thanks a $1,000.00 Donation from Moonyeen Holle for the Rushford Police Department to be used for computer and equipment upgrades.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to adopt Resolution 2015-061 Acknowledging with thanks a donation of labor and materials from State Farm Insurance/Micah Hanson Agency for reroofing the easterly shelter at Creekside Park.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Discussion was held on a proposal presented by Merchants Bank to participate in their Insured Cash Sweep Service (ICS) which can earn additional interest as the bank transfers funds in/out to other ICS Network banks.  Each bank provides FDIC insurance which frees Merchants from providing such a large amount of collateralization.  Collateralization of all funds for the City is extremely important and any program entered into would have to provide adequate coverage for the City and not provide any new risk for the City.  Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to authorize the Mayor, Administrator and City Clerk to sign any necessary paperwork to enter an agreement for this service.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Councilman Colbenson asked if the School had their building permit yet and/or  why they were doing site work.  It was noted a “site set-up, soils work only” permit was issued and the building permit should be coming shortly.  It was also noted that it is not unusual for any building project in the City to prepare their site prior to the actual paperwork being completed.  The permit is for construction and inspection of the structure.  Efforts are being taken to coordinate the construction trailer locations, private drive access, road crossings and traffic control for the area.

Discussion was held on the water/wastewater engineering work previously conducted by MSA Engineering, Bill Chang and John Stewart.  Chang has taken a job out of country and Stewart is semi-retired, so it seems like an opportune time to transition those utilities over to Bolton & Menk as city engineer.  It was noted that Barr Engineering will continue with the levee project and Mead & Hunt will continue with the airport projects.  Otomo Engineering has been phasing some of the other city projects over to Bolton & Menk in the past few months.
It was reported the Grove Street water line repair work was completed; digging up the street to install two layers of insulation on the water laterals and replacing a 2” lift of bituminous surface.

Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson that the meeting be adjourned at 7:04 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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