REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MONDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2019
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Benson, O’Donnell, Ryman, Linder 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to approve the agenda as presented with the additional of consideration of approval of the Snowmobile Grant-In-Aid Program for 2020 for Valley Crest Riders Snowmobile Club and the addition of discussion on the airport fire timeline and update.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Ryman seconded by Benson to approve the October 15, 2019 regular council meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard, with no one present wishing to speak.

The following notices were reviewed:

· Rushford Fire Dept. annual meeting invitation for 11/16/19
· Sample ballot for 11/5/19 City Election
Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 10/28/19

· Approval of Levee B Slope Repair Contract with Zenke, Inc.
· Review of RP Valley Chamber of Commerce 3rd Quarter Activity Report; Council member Ryman suggested members look at the newly updated Chamber website
· Approval of Resolution 2019-069 Discharge of Cat 1 loan forgivable potion from Larry’s Carpentry & Lock Svc; along with subordination request from State Bank

· Approval of Grant Contract Agreement with the State of MN for the 2020 Snowmobile Grant-in-Aid Program for the Valley Crest Riders Snowmobile Club
Upon roll call all voted aye.

The Board of Zoning Appeals held a hearing earlier this date to consider two requests for property at 100 N. Mill Street for Well House Ministry for a new use for the existing old school site:  

1.  Rezone entire parcel from R-1 Single Family to R-3 Multi-Family Residential
2.  Request for a Conditional Use Permit to allow Well House Ministry to operate their proposed functions and services; specifically to include health and medical institutions and lodging or bordering services

These two requests are necessary to allow Well House Ministry to move forward on their planning for remodeling/renovation of the existing structure and site.  The standard process will then be required for building permits on the various phases of the remodeling process.  The Board of Zoning Appeals recommended approval of request #1  to rezone the entire parcel from R-1 to R-3.  The Board was not comfortable acting on request #2 as they felt they did not yet have enough information on the proposed plans and uses of the structure.  Several neighbors who had also attended the Zoning Board hearing spoke at this time as well:
Steve Olson – none of the neighbors on the east side of the school property want it changed, they do not want to see the area as public housing

Jackie Heiden – agrees with Olson, has small kids and doesn’t want the unknown living across the street from them; doesn’t think that type of housing is needed in Rushford
Sheryl Brunner of Well House Ministry explained their plan to remodel the elementary section of the school first and provide for affordable housing; they do not intend to base on income level; renters would have ability to lower rent with volunteer services, reaching goals, and so forth.  Discussion was held on the City’s planning to change the zoning of the school parcel to R-3 to be able to accommodate a variety of housing needs in the community.  Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell to accept the recommendation of the Board of Zoning Appeals and approve the request to rezone the area from R-1 to R-3.  Upon roll call the following voted aye:  Ryman, O’Donnell, Benson, Hallum.  Voting No:  Linder.  Motion carried

The Council accepted the recommendation of the Board of Zoning Appeals to take no action on the second request for a CUP.  A second public hearing would be needed for Well House Ministry to provide more depth and detail to their request.  Discussion was held on holding the public hearing at a date and time easier for the public to attend; at 6:30 p.m. on a Wednesday prior to a Monday council meeting.  The hearing will be set and notices sent again when Well House Ministry prepares more information for the hearing.
Motion by Benson seconded by Linder to approve Resolution 2019-068 Acknowledging Donation of $4,421.18 from the Rushford Women’s Club (RWC) to establish a “rest, relax, renew” area near the bike trail south of the Farmer’s Elevator and adjacent to the Historic Depot to remember the three former Rushford Women’s Federated Clubs and area women who have been and continue to be active contributors in the community.    Upon roll call all vote aye.

Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Ryman to approve Resolution 2019-070 Acknowledging donation of $2,000.00 from Rushford Festivities, Inc. for the Rushford Fire Department for their help and support during the annual summer celebration.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Ryman seconded by Benson to approve Resolution 2019-071 Acknowledging Donation of the Parklet on Jessie Street.  The parklet is constructed and paid for and the intent is to turn the structure over to the City to store, maintain, insure, permit and make available for use by the public.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
A summary was reviewed from Derek Olinger of Bolton & Menk on the private property floodplain assistance meetings held in October.  Copies of the power point presentation were available for review.  Property owners who chose to have additional engineering work completed will sign a participation agreement made a down payment.  The actual cost will depend on the number of participants.  It was noted that several property owners were provided maps that indicate their residence is LOMA/Out as Shown.  They can take the information to their financial institution and their insurance agents and perhaps reduce their need for insurance and/or reduce their cost of insurance.  David Ansell was present along with other Nannestad Lane property owners.  They had received information via email from Olinger regarding rules on insurance premium special rates and possible rebates if the LOMA/revision is successful.  Ansell asked that that information be mailed  to those property owners who were not present at the first public hearing and did not leave email contact information.  It was agreed this information would be sent to all.  He also asked that given the cost of the engineering study, the City consider some sort of special assessment to help the property owners pay for the cost over time.  It was noted this was typically not the type of project that lent itself to the special assessment process and that certain rules and statutes must be followed.  It was also suggested that a payment plan could be set up after signing the agreement for services, to allow property owners to pay their share of costs over a several month period.  Further research will be conducted on these various methods of financing.  In discussing the floodplain management program it was noted that many governmental units are not providing any information or assistance to property owners and they are entirely on their own to figure out the FEMA mapping system.  It was the consensus of the Council that they approve the plan for assisting property owners to receive the needed engineering services and that the Nannestad Lane/Grandview/Green Street area should be prioritized.  Motion by Ryman seconded by Linder to approve the work order with Bolton & Menk to provide Floodplain Assistance and that this work order would only be activated if enough property owners signed the participation agreement and agreed to share in the cost of the services.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Material was reviewed from the League of MN Cities:  Information Memo on Special Vehicles Operating on City Streets and a Model LMC Ordinance Regulating Recreational Vehicles and LMC Model Ordinance on Special Vehicles.  Several weeks ago a request was made to the Council to consider allowing UTV’s on city streets.  Research has shown that Winona County allows travel on township roads, Fillmore County currently does not.  MN DOT has specific rules about travel on State Highways and various types of vehicles have various rules.  Discussion was held on various opinions expressed to Council members:  Ryman had heard from persons in favor of some permissions being granted but it would need to be clear what is and isn’t allowed; Benson heard concerns regarding noise and safety issues; Linder stated he felt the City was losing revenue from groups choosing not to come to the community.  DNR Officer Mitch Boyum is the main enforcement officer for special vehicle travel on roadways and had offered to come speak to the Council and provide more detail, information and options.  It was decided to invite Chief Eide, Sheriff DeGeorge and DNR Officer Boyum to an upcoming Council meeting to discuss this matter in greater detail.
Reports and Miscellaneous:

· Openings on Commissions and Boards:  2 for EDA, 3 for Airport, 1 for Electric, 1 for Planning

· The two tobacco ordinances were discussed, noting the public hearing is scheduled for the next meeting on Tuesday, November 12th
· A timeline of activities related to the fire at the Rushford Municipal Airport was reviewed.  Discussion was held on the issues to be addressed and next steps to be taken

Motion by Ryman seconded by Benson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 8:15 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

October 28, 2019 Council Meeting Minutes

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
PAGE  
3

