REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 23, 2015
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Bunke, Colbenson, Dahl, Honsey
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to approve the agenda as presented with the additional of approving the MN DNR Snow Trail Agreement Renewal and upon request by Council member Colbenson to add discussion on the flower baskets.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to approve the November 9, 2015 meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one wishing to speak at this time.
A request was received from the Regional Connect Trails Project Committee to acquire matching funds for a master trail plan project in Fillmore County.  After discussion, it was decided this may not have much benefit to us and to decline any contribution.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending  11/23/15
· Approval of renewal of the MN Snowmobile Trails Assistance Program Grant Agreement 
Upon roll call all voted aye. 
Motion by Dahl seconded by Bunke to open the public hearing regarding the assessments as calculated for the 2014 Municipal Improvement Project, Highway 43/Mill Street Improvement Project and to receive testimony from any interested parties.  Upon roll call all voted aye.  Dean Otomo of Otomo Engineering and Dave Otomo of WHKS Engineering provided a power-point presentation on the project improvements.   The presentation included the scope of work, pictures of improved areas, costs for each type of improvement, city financing through PFA, bond issue and assessments, and MDOT share of costs.  It was noted that assessments were less than anticipated from the original estimate.  Flat fees were determined for water service connections and sewer service connections.  Costs for street assessments were varied depending on the curbing and sidewalk for specific areas.  Questions were answered from the audience regarding interest rate, term of assessment, when it will be on the tax rolls, and the deadline to make interest free payment yet this year.  It was also noted that an adjustment would be made to the Vanderzee parcel to acknowledge the installation of their new water service after the flood.    Mayor Hallum thanked residents for coming to the public hearing.  Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson to close the public hearing portion of this meeting.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Public Works Director, Roger Knutson, provided an update on recent activities; preparations for winter season, on-going training; biosolids reporting; levee maintenance; street maintenance/crack sealing and so forth.  
Discussion was held on the selection committee process to fill the Public Works Worker 1 position.  Applications were scored for education/experience, mathematical test was administered and scored and oral interviews were held with the three candidates.  The selection committee (Hallum, Bunke, Sarvi, Knutson, Lombard) felt all three candidates were highly qualified and after further discussion the recommendation was made to hire Riley Anderson for the position.  It was noted that Anderson possessed some excellent skills and experience with equipment.  The recommendation for hiring included following the policy of a fit for duty physical exam, hearing testing, drug testing and a three month probationary period.  The position is a Grade 3/Step 1 at $14.69 per hour plus cafeteria benefits.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to accept the recommendation of the selection committee and hire Riley Anderson, effective 12/8/15, at the above rate of pay and contingent upon above conditions being met.  Upon roll call all voted aye.  At this time the Mayor and Council welcomed Anderson as a new employee.
Motion by Colbenson seconded by Dahl to accept the recommendation of the Management Committee to end the probationary period of Roger Knutson as Public Works Director, effective December 1, 2015 and to adjust his position from a Grade 8/Step 1 to a Grade 8/Step 3 to be effective January 1, 2016.  This recommendation was made to acknowledge his performance and to insure adequate pay steps between public works positions.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Heather Larson, Library Board Chair, approached the Council regarding the proposed 2016 levy and the reduction made to the library funding.  She noted the Library Board had met and reviewed their budget requirements and had planned to spend down their fund balance.  This reduction in the revenue stream would cut further into that fund balance or might require reduction of services provided.  She stated that the library has added services in the past few years without asking for more funding to do so.  Larson asked if other funds were also part of the levy reduction and asking for fairness to ensure the library fund was not the only one cut.  Mayor Hallum stated he appreciates the library and the services provided but he felt the need to keep the levy flat.  Councilmember Bunke noted they looked at which funds could spare the funds, but he did not think it was the intent to target the library alone.  Larson noted the only cut was from the library fund and they only requested fairness and/or the board would appreciate the opportunity to discuss the matter in more detail.  Hallum and Bunke stated they would be agreeable to meet with the Library Board; a meeting will be set to discuss prior to the December 14th meeting.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to accept the recommendation of the Library Board to appoint Sonja Cook and Heather Larson to each serve a three year term, Traci Tudahl to serve the remaining two years of a vacated term, and Pixie Youngdahl-Urista to serve as the County Representative for a three year term; effective January 2016.  Acknowledgement is also given to Nancy Benson and Ida Mae Bacon for their years of service on the Library Board.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Bunke to adopt Resolution 2015-068 Adopting the Assessment Roll for the 2014 Municipal Improvement Project, Highway 43/Mill Street Improvement Project as discussed earlier at the public hearing.  Assessments will be placed on the tax rolls for 20 years at 5% interest; property owners may pre-pay all or part of their assessment by December 7th.  Upon roll call the following voted aye:  Hallum, Dahl, Bunke, Colbenson.  Honsey recused himself has he has property being assessed.  Motion carried.

Council member Colbenson wished to discuss a proposed solar array for his property at 308 N. Maple Street which may include a request to purchase city property.  Colbenson’s property abuts the levee system which has Corps of Engineer’s set-back requirements from the toe of the dike as well as set-back requirements from the collector system recently installed.  The City also has a storm water system and lift station toward the north end of his property.  Colbenson stated he wanted to install a solar array on the far north section of his property, but needed more footage because of the way the levee runs in that area and the size of his proposed structure.  The City recently passed an ordinance on requirements for solar energy and for his proposed ground-mounted system, several variances from that ordinance would also be required.  City Attorney Terry Chiglo attended the meeting to discuss this issue noting several areas of concern:  if the city were to consider selling property, an appraisal would be needed to determine value and a survey would be needed to determine exact space; it is not good policy to consider giving variances on a newly enacted ordinance and it is unclear exactly what the requests for variances would be; other options exist to avoid variances such as moving the array closer to the house and/or down-sizing the solar array itself.  Colbenson stated the project would probably not be feasible for him to do with the additional cost for survey and appraisal or down-sizing.
Council member Colbenson stated he would like to receive funds for the flower basket project in the next month or so as he needs to purchase supplies and that the price had increased.  Last year the City purchased 120 baskets at $32.00 each.  Colbenson noted he also provides the fertilizer for the watering tank and last year sprayed for bugs.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to have Colbenson provide flower baskets for 2016.  City Clerk Zacher noted that last year the Council had discussed obtaining quotes from other flower vendors in the area, given that we have a fairly new floral business located in the City.  Colbenson noted he may be able to absorb the extra costs of his materials, but he wasn’t sure of a price.  Bunke and Honsey withdrew their motion and second and it was decided to discuss the matter at the next regular meeting.
It was noted there was a power outage today in the Pine Meadows Lane/Tyrol Hills area caused by the R/P School construction project.  Tri-County Electric Co-operative crews restored power and inspected the system.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 8:12 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

November 23, 2015 Council Meeting Minutes
Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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