REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MONDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2018
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Benson, O’Donnell, Ryman and Linder
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman to approve the agenda as presented with the addition Of a letter from Governor-Elect Walz and approval of the Recreation Trail Grant Project #0038-18-3C, Valley Crest Riders.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell to approve the November 13, 2018, regular council meeting minutes as presented. Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one present wishing to speak.
The following notices were reviewed:
· Christmas Wonderland Parade of Lights, Saturday, December 8, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
· MN Energy Resources, introduction of area account manager Paul O’Sullivan

· U.S. Dept. of Human Services/Center or Disease Control and Preventing:  presentation of 2017Water Fluoridation Quality Award to recognize outstanding performance in fluoridation management by public water systems

· Letter from Governor-Elect Tim Walz reaching out to local governments and inviting connecting with his transition team and new cabinet

Motion by Ryman seconded by Benson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 11/26/18
· Annual Review of AWAIR Program (A Workplace Accident & Injury Reduction Program).  Employees are to receive a copy of the policy following any updates or changes.  A spreadsheet of workman’s comp claims history was also provided for review, indicating a minimal/manageable number of claims over the years.  Council member Ryman asked for clarification of definitions on Section VII regarding disciplinary action.  Descriptive language will be added to this section.
· Approval of engagement letter with Smith, Schafer & Assoc. related to the audit for the City of Rushford for year ending 12/31/18.

· Review of letter from DEED/Brownfields & Redevelopment Unit indicating they have changed the status of Grant #RDGP-07-0042-0-FY08; Downtown City Center Project from “Closed Pending Development” to “Closed, No Development”.  This status means the City no longer has to provide an annual report.  The City is still obligated, however, to return grant funds if the site is sold to a developer for a non-public project.  

· Approve appointment of Library Board members as determined at the 11/13/18 Library Board Meeting:  Reappoint 3 year term (thru 2021):  Sonja Cook, Brenda Bergan (County rep); New 3 year term appointments (thru 2021):  Marcella Hosch, Troy Wilson
· Approve Grant Contract Project #0038-18-3C Recreation Trail Program providing a 75% grant for Valley Crest Riders for funding for equipment.  The City had previously agreed to support the Club and act as the fiscal agent for this federal grant.

Upon roll call all voted aye.
Derek Olinger, Bolton & Menk, Inc. provided a presentation on “Feasibility Study West Area General Development Plan”.  At the 11/13/17 Council meeting, following the recommendation of the EDA, the council authorized the completion of a study for conceptual planning for residential development on land located to the west of the City, currently under private ownership.  The study was to include concepts to meet various City zoning requirements and cost estimates to provide utilities to the area.  The concepts and cost estimates would not include any opinions or costs regarding annexation proceedings.  Administrator Chladek noted that prior to making the study public; meetings were held with the property owners and their family, respecting their rights to review the information.  This is a long term development process to try to position the City for future growth, noting this appears to be the most feasible direction to grow. Chladek also noted that the City will need to help drive the infrastructure costs down in order to attract a developer for any project in the area.  Olinger’s power point presentation included two conceptual layouts of potential housing with R-1 and R-3 zoning scenarios, discussed the one owner property that has a common boundary with the City, and discussed sanitary sewer and water extensions to the site.  It was noted the WWTP can handle extra inflow and the water treatment and storage in the City is adequate to handle new growth.  The area in question is the extension of sanitary sewer and water main, approximately ½ mile between the edge of the City and the proposed development area.  The City also has plans for a 2021-22 street and infrastructure improvement project in conjunction with MDOT’s plans for new blacktop on Highway 30.  (MDOT intends a mill/overlay of Hwy 30 up to the City limits in 2019).  At this time, the sanitary sewer could be upgraded to 10” if needed and the water main could be upgraded to 10” for better hydraulics/pressure.  Discussion was held on the possibility of directionally drilling out to the site to not disturb the new Hwy 30 blacktop, but geo-tech work would be needed to determine rock depth.  Before any development could occur annexation/detachment and zoning issues would need to be resolved.  MDOT will also require a traffic study and possibly a right-turn lane and further review will be needed regarding feed lot issues of existing properties.  It was also noted that many other costs would eventually have to be considered by a developer such as land acquisition, electrical and street lighting, SAC/WAC fees as well as the off-site utility extension work. 

Discussion was held on the soil boring which would be needed to help determine future planning.  It was noted the City’s 2019 project will have geo-tech work performed and this ½ mile on Hwy 30 could be done at the same time to better understand the feasibility of the project.  Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman to approve entering into an agreement with Bolton & Menk for professional services as follows:  Work Order:  West Area General Development Plan to include soil borings along Hwy 30 at an approximate cost of $5,000.00.   Upon roll call all voted aye.

Chief of Police Adam Eide provided a memo regarding the scheduled trade-in/purchase of a new squad car.  After review of styles of vehicles and the State bid prices, it is recommended to trade in the 2014 Chevy Caprice squad car for a 2019 Chevy Tahoe 4x4 Pursuit Police package.  Lewiston Auto has provided a State bid price of $37,721.00 with a trade-in allowance for the Caprice of $9,221.00 for a total vehicle price of $28,500.00.  It was noted some pieces of equipment can be transferred over, but because of the difference between the Caprice and the Tahoe, a new cage and a new center console (for computer mounting) will be necessary.  It is estimated that the new equipment, the changeover of the equipment and new graphics will cost approximately $16,000.00 bringing the grand total price to $44,500.00.  It was also noted that funds have been set aside for several years and are more than sufficient to cover the entire cost.  Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to accept the recommendation of Chief Eide and authorize the purchase of a 2019 Chevy Tahoe Pursuit 4x4 from Lewiston Auto with trade-in allowance for the 2014 Caprice.  Delivery would be in March 2019.
The first review of amendments to the City of Rushford Tobacco Ordinance was discussed.  Amendments focus on updating the existing language to include electronic cigarettes and devices (as recommended by the League of MN Cities).  R-P School Principal Timm has received a copy of the proposed language changes and feels these changes would be beneficial in the School’s enforcement of tobacco and related products use by students.  Motion by Ryman seconded by Linder to set a public hearing to consider amendments to the Tobacco Ordinance for January 28, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.  Three area businesses currently holding Tobacco Ordinances will be sent copies of the proposed language changes and notice of the public hearing.
Next item of business was to consider conducting the annual performance evaluation for Administrator Chladek in December.  In preparation for Council members conducting this evaluation, an evaluation form, job description and supporting documents were provided.  Council members will return the completed evaluation form to Mayor Hallum’s box at City Hall by 12/12/18 for review at the 12/17/18 council meeting.
Reports and Miscellaneous:
· Openings on Commissions and Boards:  2 for EDA, 2 for Airport, 1 for Electric, 1 for Planning

· The Council was provided a recap of the Charter Commission Review.  The Commission was appointed and worked on the Charter review from ’04-’06 and was basically put on hold with the ’07 flood and subsequent rebuilding period.  The Commission itself stays in place, but will need new members as many are no longer here.  Research will be conducted as to the process of reappointing or making new appointments.  The Commission will then need to review the work to date, make adjustments as needed and complete the process to bring to the Council for review/action.  

Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:55 p.m. Upon roll call all voted aye.
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