REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 28, 2016

Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Bunke, Benson, O’Donnell, Honsey 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Bunke to approve the agenda as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to approve the November 14, 2016, meeting minutes as presented with the correction of a couple typographical errors noted.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one present wishing to speak at this time.
The following notices and communications were reviewed:
· Coalition of Greater MN Cities (CGMC) Legislation Priorities worksheet for 2017; noting specifically the funding needs for transportation
Motion by Honsey seconded by O’Donnell to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 11/28/16
· Approval of Grant-in-Aid Agreement with the MN DNR for Snowmobile FY 2017 for Valley Crest Riders $18,902.40

Upon roll call all voted aye. 
Discussion was held to consider the sale of the vacant lot at 110 West Winona Street.  This property was donated to the City several years ago, but is not being used nor is it needed for public purposes.  Considerable interest has been expressed in purchasing this lot from the City, as the adjacent lot of 108 West Winona Street is also being marketed for sale by a private party.  That lot has a small house that was never rebuilt after sustaining flood damage.  Both lots are extremely small, but put together would make a more desirable lot for building.  Appraised value of the city’s lot in 2010 was $12,100.00.  The Planning Commission had reviewed the potential sale of the property and had determined the best use was for a residential, tax-paying use and that sale of the lot would be consistent with the goals of the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  After discussion of the history and layout of the area, there was a Motion by Bunke seconded by Benson to direct staff to inform real estate entities and individuals that the lot is available for purchase from the City, as is, at the appraised price.  If the parcel does not move soon, it may be added to the other real estate listings the City is currently marketing with Darr Realty.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
A meeting had been held with MN Dept. of Transportation engineering division to receive input and incorporate potential changes to the Safe Routes to School Plan (SRTS) to help insure MDOT’s approval of the project.  The plan has been revised to concentrate on one lighted crossing on Highway 43/Pine Meadows Lane and to improve walkways on both sides of Hwy 43 and on the south side of Pine Meadows Lane to the School.  Cost estimates will be revised again to include these changes to the plan.  Funding for SRTS has now been rolled in the Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) with MDOT and the timing for funding has changed.  The timeline for application submittal still needs to be met and if funding is granted, we can address the timing issues then.  The revised plan reduces the cost-sharing portion of the City and School and still meets the needs of the community.
The Trees, Trails & Park Board provided a copy of their work plan, prioritizing the projects and issues they would be addressing to include:  tree census to identify and determine extent of Emerald Ash Borer issue; complete Hwy 43 tree planting project and identify other beautification/enhancements for the highway area; Magelssen Bluff over-look improvements, managing tree planting and potential harvesting; develop plan for completing canoe launch area site.  

Updates on other commissions and projects included the following:

· Airport – Commemorative photo of SpectaculAir ’16 was signed by all the pilots and presented to the Airport and City

· The Planning Commission continues to work on the Comprehensive Plan updates, reducing some of the duplicated or excessive areas
· The Electric Commission is starting to tackle the Policy & Procedures Manual, to make the document more effective and customer friendly

· The Mayor noted he may leave the Council appointments to Commissions the same for next year as member were shifted around last year and the continuity of another year would help complete some of their projects

· An update was provided on the Hillcrest/Burr Oak Street project noting all significant work has been completed, clean-up, site restoration and seeding is taking place; Bolton & Menk engineering staff is addressing property owner questions about location of pins and utilities.  Next spring the second lift of blacktop will be applied, punch list items will be addressed and further landscape and site restoration will take place.  The Council asked that Bolton & Menk check with the contractor when the staging area in the Brooklyn ponding area would be cleaned up.

The Mayor and Council offered their congratulations to the R/P Football Team for their hard work and effort during the regular and tournament football season.
It was noted the second meeting in December will be held on Tuesday, December 27th due to the Christmas Holiday.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:30 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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