SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MONDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2019
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Benson, O’Donnell, Ryman, Linder 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman to approve the agenda as presented.  Noting the purpose of this special meeting was to continue discussion on the Proposed Ordinance Regulating the Sale of Tobacco and Related Devices and products within the City.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard, with Brenda Pohlman wishing to thank the ambulance and fire crews who responded to a recent motor vehicle event as she appreciated their services.
The council had been provided several versions of the Tobacco Sales Ordinance as it had been reviewed and revised with recommendations from the Public Health Law Center to take into account their thoughts and discussions from the public hearing held in November.  Earlier in the week, students from R-P School had provided a large poster with student signatures which was on display at city hall, stating their support for banning flavored tobacco products.  Students had also provided individual letters to council members.  Also received today prior to the council meeting was a petition “Save Young Lungs” with approximately 90 signatures from Rushford citizens wishing to keep flavored tobacco products out of the community.  The most recent revision of the ordinance with the elimination of language and cleaning up of basic policy language was provided to the Council by Brenda Pohlman, as reviewed by the Public Health law Center.  The three main areas the Council wished to be sure were clear in the ordinance were as follows:
· Age for purchase of tobacco products will be 21 years of age

· Allow the minimum age for clerks to sell tobacco products to be at least 16 years of age

· Flavored products definition:  “….that a product that has or produces a taste or smell other than a taste or smell of tobacco, mint, menthol, or wintergreen will constitute presumptive evidence that the product is a flavored product.”
· Prohibited Acts:  Flavored products:  No person shall sell or offer for sale any flavored products.

This insures that all categories of tobacco products or devices have banned flavors.  It does allow for sale of tobacco and chew that is mint or menthol; but does restrict sale of other flavored items such as grape flavored cigars.

Kelly McEntee, American Lung Association, noted the State is focusing on T21 and there is a national movement in that direction as well.  Both State and Federal movements are also in place against the vaping devices.  Jessica Erickson, Fillmore County Health Dept., also noted the Association of Minnesota Counties has movement toward the T21 effort and elimination of vaping.  They are also discussing using state tobacco funds toward greater education efforts for young people.  Jordan Brand, from Pam’s Corner, appreciated keeping the mint and menthol for tobacco products of their regular customers.  He noted that he would prefer the T21 be at a state level; but whatever the County and State laws end up to be, at least everyone is on the same playing field then.  Pohlman and Erickson from Fillmore County did note that although some smoking trends are
declining, in Fillmore County they have seen an increase in young people using e-cigarettes, vaping devices and chew.  It was noted that the Fillmore/Houston County Board of Health is reviewing this trend and these issues.  Council members noted they hoped increased ordinance regulations would help the R-P School in their issues with disciplining of students.  Pohlman noted that the school has also made changes to their internal policies to address the issue.   It was noted this ordinance would not stop students from purchasing out of town or on-line; but it makes it illegal to possess and use the product within the City.  Council members hoped the students who were so active and involved in this effort, would take their activism efforts further to the County and other school districts as they appreciated and applauded their efforts. 
Motion by Ryman seconded by Benson to adopt the Ordinance Regulating the Sale of Tobacco and Related Devices and Products within the City of Rushford with an effective date of January 1, 2020; however, vendors will have until April 1, 2020 to liquidate their current inventory to meet standards of the Flavored Product definition.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:10 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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