REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MONDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2019
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Benson, O’Donnell, Ryman, Linder 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Benson seconded by Linder to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of receiving a Fluoridation Quality Award for 2018 and approval of a confirmation letter from Smith, Schafer & Associates for annual audit services.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell to approve the December 9, 2019 regular council meeting minutes as presented and the December 1, 2019 special council meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard.  Steve Sarvi, former city administrator wished to thank Mayor Hallum for his years of service and congratulated him on accomplishments in support of the community.  He also congratulated Terri Benson on her upcoming challenge and wished her well.

There were no notices or communication announcements to review.

Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 12/23/19

· Review of Outstanding Indebtedness Report for year end

· Approval of Resolution 2019-077 Micro Grant to Windswept Inn, Dave Dolalie for a new business sign/ total project cost $405.24; matching grant $202.62

· Update of Micro Grant spreadsheet of grants provided and total projects covered

· Review of staff report regarding the receipt of a dividend from the League of MN Cities Insurance Trust (LMCIT) along with supporting information regarding same and a history of all claims since 1997

· Water Fluoridation Quality Award from the U.S. Dept. of Health & Human Services commending the water system for consistent and professional adjustment of fluoride content for the 12 months of 2018
· Approval of the confirmation letter with Smith, Schaffer Associates for audit services for fiscal year 2019

Upon roll call all voted aye.

The Council continued review on the proposed budget and proposed property tax levy for taxes payable year 2020.  The Truth in Taxation meeting was held 12/9/19 with no public comment being presented.  The original proposed levy was set in September at $973,000.00 which represented a 3.95% increase over 2019.  Information charts were provided regarding the budget and taxes proposed for collection to pay for the costs of city-provided services in 2020.  The impact of the levy on sample parcels was reviewed, noting an average taxable market value increase of 13% which also had an effect on the tax amount to be collected.  Historical charts and graphs regarding the City levy, LGA and ranking of all cities within Fillmore County were also provided for review.  It was noted that there was nothing of significance which would change the original amount to levy and that Rushford’s rate is within the guideline of our financial consultant and is 5th lowest of the 14 cities in the County.  Motion by Ryman seconded by Benson to adopt Resolution 2019-076 adopting a final property tax levy, collectible in 2020 at $973,000.00 into the various funds as listed on the resolution.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to approve Resolution 2019-078 acknowledging with thanks a Donation from Ace Telephone Casual Day Fund and matched by Acentek Association for a total of $500.00 to the Rushford Public Library.  Upon roll call all voted aye
Reports and Miscellaneous:

· Openings on Commissions and Boards:  2 for EDA, 3 for Airport, 1 for Electric, 1 for Planning

· The League MN Cities contracted for an inspection of the ground at the airport hangar fire site to determine if it was reusable or not, report is pending
· Discussion was held regarding a real estate sign located on residential property along Mill Street/Hwy 43 which appears to be in violation of the sign ordinance.  The owner of the sign was sent the entire ordinance and application form to give him the chance to review and correct the issue before action from the City.

· Public meetings were held on December 17th for the business community and December 19th for residential units regarding the Hwy 30 rebuild project in coordination with MDOT planned for 2022.  It was noted another letter is being sent out to the businesses for a mid- January, afternoon meeting to be sure they have adequate opportunity to provide input to City engineers and MDOT.
· The City Attorney is reviewing the paperwork of the Well House Ministry CUP request and will provide information/opinion in January.

· The planned electrical outage for pole repair on the transmission line along Hwy 43 on December 19th was completed in a timely manner and with no issues.  During this planned outage, the City also had MiEnergy change out the fuses in the City’s substation.

· Council members thanked Mayor Hallum for his years of service, this being his last meeting as Mayor, and wished him well.

Motion by Ryman seconded by Benson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:01 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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