CHRIS HALLUM – Mayor (12/31/15)
ROBERT DAHL, Councilor (12/31/15)
VERN BUNKE, Councilor (12/31/17)
MARK HONSEY, Councilor (12/31/17)
ROGER COLBENSON, Councilor (12/31/15)

_______________________________________________________________________
RUSHFORD CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING,  MONDAY

 JANUARY 26, 2015  at 6:30 pm
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, RUSHFORD, MN
_______________________________________________________________________________
1.  Call to Order 6:30 p.m.


2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda
3.  Approval of Minutes 

3.  (A) Regular Meeting of  January 12, 2015 – see attached

4.  Appearance of Interested Citizens (for any topic other than public hearing topics)
5.  Notices/Communications/Announcements – 
5.  (A) Special EDA meeting 8 a.m. to Noon, Saturday, February 7th at Loken’s Inn

     conference room; strategic  planning session
5.  (B)  Annual meeting Rushford Peterson Valley Chamber of Commerce, Saturday,

     February 7th at American Legion Banquet Hall; 5:30 Dinner, 6:30 program, keynote

     speaker Benjamin Winchester, Research fellow at Center for Community

    Vitality, University of MN Extension
6.  Consent Agenda – see attachments for each
6.  (A) Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 01/26/15           
6.  (B) Approval of Resolution 2015-009 Exemption from Lawful Gambling License for

     Hardwood Country Sportsmen’s Club fund raising event at Nordic Lanes 3/21/15
6.  (C) Approval of Resolution 2015-010 Optional 2 AM Liquor License for Shawnee’s Bar 

     & Grill, LLC – to accompany her application and fee to the State of MN

6.  (D) Approval of 2015 Pay Equity Report submitted to State of MN as required by State 

     Statute; City passes the statistical analysis test and the salary range test

6.  (E) Approval of renewal of CEDA contract as recommended by EDA for consultant

     services for sixteen hours per week for $33,274.
6.  (F)  Approval of recommendation of Electric Commission to authorize Star Energy 

     Svcs. to move forward on the  preparation of an RFP for labor and materials to
     complete the Stevens Ave. conversion from overhead to underground; and for the
     installation of street lighting in the Walnut/Grove Street area.
7.  Public Hearing— Receive public testimony regarding proposed changes in the structure and
     rates for the sewer and water utility systems.   Mark Lundgren of MSA Professional Services
     will be present to provide history, background, options and recommendations regarding the 
     following: 
· The proposed sewer rate increase is designed to cover wastewater operation and maintenance expenditures, provide for debt retirement, address capital outlay needs to meet new MPCA rulings, provide for future growth as well as address existing shortfalls.  The sewer rate structure was last amended in 2012.
· The proposed water rate change includes the implementation of the DNR conservation rate rule as well as addresses operating needs, capital improvement, debt service and provides a more equitable rate configuration.  Water rate fees have been increased periodically, but the water rate structure was last amended in 2004.
     Following close of the public hearing, the Council will consider the adoption of the rate 
     schedule as presented in Agenda item 8. (A) and 8. (B) below.

8.  General Business. 
8.  (A) Consideration of approving the Sewer Rate Schedule, with rates effective February 2015 with the second phase effective February 2016.

8.  (B) Consideration of approving the Water Conservation Rate Structure and Rate Fee Schedule, effective February 2015.

8.  (C) Consideration of taking action and completing appropriate documentation on the recommendation of the Economic Development Authority (EDA) regarding several Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) issues/requests.   

The following list represents the documentation that the five year term has been met, the

first 75% forgivable installment ($100,000.00) has been applied and the next installment (2 of 5)  of the 20% forgivable amount shall now be forgiven with the remaining balance to be forgiven in equal installments until said balance is at Zero at which time the collateral assignments applied to property affected may be removed.  Approval of Resolutions:

     Res                                                                                                Forgivable           Balance

	2015-001
	2 of 5
	Rush Foods dba Rushford Foods
	1/11/2015
	 $   86,329.48 
	      $  258,988.43 

	2015-002
	 2 of 5 
	Taggart Land, Valley Vet Clinic
	1/14/2015
	      35,601.80 
	          106,805.40 

	2015-003
	 2 of 5 
	Roy's Small Engine
	
	1/23/2015
	        2,407.20 
	              7,221.60 

	2015-004
	 2 of 5 
	Ace Communications
	
	1/30/2015
	      33,677.60 
	          101,032.80 

	2015-005
	 2 of 5 
	Hammell Equipment
	
	1/11/2015
	    205,000.00 
	          615,000.00 

	2015-006
	 2 of 5 
	Stumpy's Restaurant
	
	1/23/2015
	      45,111.83 
	          135,335.47 

	2015-007
	 2 of 5 
	D&D Car Wash
	
	1/11/2015
	      12,500.80 
	            37,502.40 

	2015-008
	 2 of 5 
	Dennie & Shirley Darr
	
	1/11/2015
	        8,288.60 
	            24,865.80 

	
	
	
	
	
	$  428,917.31 
	


8.  (D) Consideration of approving the recommendation of the EDA to conduct a Housing Update Study.  This housing market needs analysis will help determine the potential for developing various types of owned and rented housing needs and identifying gaps.  A grant request has been approved by the MN Housing Partnerhsip to help fund approximately one-half the project cost.  Two RFP’s were reviewed:  ViewPoint Consulting Group for $12,600.00 and Maxfield Research for $13,000.00.   The attached staff  report provides more detail with the recommendation to retain Maxfield Research given their long history with Rushford.
9.  Ordinances—None
10.  Reports, Updates, and Miscellaneous –  
10.  (A) Library Board (Dahl) — next meeting, Wed. March 4th at 6:30 p.m.
10.  (B) Rushford EDA (Hallum, Honsey)—next meeting, Wed. February 11th   at 5:30 p.m. 

10.  (C) Airport Commission (Dahl)—next meeting,  _____________ , 6:30 p.m.
10.  (D) Planning Commission (Bunke)—next meeting Tues. February 17th , 6:30 p.m.

10.  (E) Rushford Municipal Electric (Honsey)—next meeting Wed,  Feb. 18th , 6:00 p.m.
10.  (F) Tri-City Planning Committee – next meeting ____________
10.  (G) Labor/Management (Hallum, Bunke) 
10.  (H) Staff Updates/Reports as available or appropriate
11.  Adjournment
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