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LEIGH VOLKMAN, Councilor (12/31/23)

__________________________________________________________________________
RUSHFORD CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING, MONDAY
 JANUARY 27, 2020 at 6:30 pm
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, RUSHFORD, MN
_______________________________________________________________________________
1.  Call to Order 6:30 p.m.

2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda
3.  Approval of Minutes 

3.  (A) Regular Meeting of January 13, 2010 – see attached

4.  Appearance of Interested Citizens (for any topic other than public hearing topics)
5.  Notices/Communications/Announcements – see attached

5.  (A) Healthy Bluff Country Summit 2020; Tues 1/28/20 or Thurs. 1/30/20

5.  (B) Root River Trail Towns Newsletter

5.  (C) Southern MN Initiative Foundation (SMIF) Impact Report 2019 and Thank You 


letter for annual contribution

5.  (D) RP Valley Chamber News and Activities

5.  (E)  Notification from Acentek for rate changes effective March 1, 2020


5.  (F)  Attorney Mike Flaherty will attend the February 10th regular Council meeting to 
answer questions from the Council about the conditional use permit process and the Well 
House Ministry application.  No action will be taken on this issue until the February 24th 
meeting.

6.  Consent Agenda - see attached for each item
6.  (A) Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 01/27/20
 6.   (B) Annual Review of 2019-2020 Fee Schedule

Prior to Public Hearing scheduled for 7:00 p.m. conduct as many #9.General Business items listed below as time allows
7.  Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m.   Receive public testimony regarding proposed changes in the rates for the sewer utility system.   Resolution 2020-002 was adopted at the 1/13/20 council meeting calling for a hearing and appropriate publication and notification was posted.  The City of Rushford Village received a letter regarding the proposed rate increase.
· The proposed sewer rate increase is designed to cover increased costs of general operation and maintenance and to provide financial stability in the sewer utility fund

· The City’s financial consultant suggested a 2% rate increase per REU per month over the next two years

· Spreadsheets will be provided to explain the current rate system and comparables
· Following close of the public hearing, the Council will consider the adoption of the rate 
     
      schedule as presented in Agenda item 9 (D) below.
8.  Ordinance - none
9.  General Business
 
9. (A) Consideration of receiving recommendation and report regarding the hiring of Thomas Mensing as a licensed part-time police officer for the Rushford Police Department.  See attached memo from the Police Dept.
9.  (B)  Derek Olinger of Bolton & Menk will attend the meeting to discuss planning and updates for the Hwy 30 Improvement Project.  Information has been gathered from the public informational meetings with residential and downtown members and various cost options have been/are  being formulated for council review.  Further information will be available at the meeting
9. (C) Consideration of accepting the recommendation of the Economic Development Authority (EDA) and the Planning Commission to approve the sale of Lot 1, Blk 1, of the Himlie Business Park to MBC Properties LLC/Rushford Manufacturing.  See attached map of Himlie Business Park, excerpts of minutes from both the EDA and Planning Commission and spreadsheet with cost analysis.
9.  (D) Consideration of approving the Sewer Rate Schedule, with rates effective for January 2020 (bills payable in February), with the second phase effective January 2021.

9. (E) Consideration of approving Task Order #2017-2 with Mead & Hunt, Inc. for professional services for a Replacement Electrical Vault at the Rushford Municipal Airport.  Following the October fire at the airport, a temporary building was constructed to house all the electrical components for the runway lights, PAPI lights, hangar lights, beacon and fuel system.  Some of those components were loaned to the airport in order to get the airport fully functional after the fire event.  The task order authorizes the engineer to move forward on the plans/specifications and bidding process to replace the electronical components and house everything in an FAA approved structure.  Upon receiving approval from the State and FAA for the structure and location, funding will be made available at 90% Federal, 5% State and 5% City.  It is anticipated the project would be let for construction this spring.  See attached Task Order
9.  (F) Review of the Lodging Tax Report for 2019 with 2018 as comparison year.  In 2016 the Lodging Tax Ordinance was amended to provide for the remittance of funds directly to the Rushford Peterson Valley Chamber of Commerce – see attached spreadsheet
9.  (G)  Consideration of adoption of Resolution 2020-004 approving the Exemption from Lawful Gambling License for the Houston/Rushford Knights of Columbus for a fund raising, raffle activity at St. Joseph’s Church, Rushford on July 18, 2020 – see attached

9. (H) Consideration of renewal of the following licenses via Resolution – see attached
· Resolution 2020-005  Renewal of Optional 2 AM Liquor License for Kitchens Ent., Nordic Lanes to accompany their application and fee to the State of MN

· Resolution 2020-006 Renewal of Optional 2 AM Liquor License for Stumpy’s Restaurant to accompany their application and fee to the State of MN
· Resolution 2020-007 Renewal of Optional 2 AM Liquor License for Shawnee’s Bar & Grill to accompany their application and fee to the State of MN

9.  (I) Consideration of adoption of Resolution 2020-008 Appointing Election Judges for 
the Primary and General Elections of 2020 – see attached 
10.  Reports, Updates, and Miscellaneous –  
10.  (A) Library Board (O’Donnell) — next meeting, Wed. March_____
10.  (B) Rushford EDA (Benson, Ryman)—next meeting, Wed. February 12th at 5:30 p.m. 

10.  (C) Airport Commission (Linder)—next meeting, February_____, 6:30 p.m.
10.  (D) Planning Commission (O’Donnell)—next meeting Tues, ________, 5:30 p.m.

10.  (E) Rushford Municipal Electric (Volkman)—next meeting Wed, Feb 19th, 6:00 p.m.
10.  (F) Trees, Trails, Parks (Ryman) – next meeting Thurs., ____, 5:00 p.m. 
10.  (G) Staff Updates/Reports as available or appropriate 
· Openings on Boards:  EDA 2; Airport 3; Planning 2; Electric 1
11.  Adjournment
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