CHRIS HALLUM, Mayor (12/31/17)
VERN BUNKE, Councilor (12/31/17)
MARK HONSEY, Councilor (12/31/17)
TERRI BENSON, Councilor (12/31/19)
JIM O’DONNELL, Councilor (12/31/19)

_______________________________________________________________________
RUSHFORD CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING, MONDAY
 FEBRUARY 27,  2017  at 6:30 pm
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, RUSHFORD, MN
_______________________________________________________________________________
1.  Call to Order 6:30 p.m.


2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda
3.  Approval of Minutes 

3.  (A) Regular Meeting of February 13, 2017 – see attached

4.  Appearance of Interested Citizens (for any topic other than public hearing topics)

4.  (A)  Todd Roesler, CEO AcenTek – update on fiber optic build out in Rushford

4.  (B)  Bonnie Prinsen update on summer ’17 plans on 10 year flood anniversary events
5.  Notices/Communications/Announcements – see attached

5.  (A)  Farmer’s Co-op Elevator – letter regarding new director Wayne Gordon

5.  (B)  Notification from Federal Emergency Management Agency of the preliminary 
report 
of the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report 
for Fillmore County and incorporated areas.  FEMA has posted digital copies on 
www.fema.gov/preliminaryfloodhazarddata.  Notification is given for a public comment 
period prior to these determinations being adopted.
6.  Consent Agenda  - see attached for each item
6.  (A)  Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 02/27/17
6. (B)  Approval of a subordination request for Brand Entities (Paul & Pamela Brand) as they restructure and change their banking relationship with Rushford State Bank.  This action places a mortgage on the Brand Entities property and allows Rushford State Bank first position.  The City would be subordinate to the Bank, which is typical for many of the flood recovery loan funds under the City’s control.  See attached letter from Rushford State Bank, who will also be responsible for creating any document necessary for signing and for recording of any documents required.
7.  Public Hearing—None
8.  General Business

8. (A)  Mike Bubany, of David Drown Associates will present information to the Council regarding the proposed terms for a contract with Bluff County LLC for the purchase of City owned land in the Himlie Business Park for the development of six duplex townhomes for sale.  The creation of a TIF Housing District makes the project more feasible to a developer and allows the City to collect extra tax revenues to offset the cost of the land and improvements.  
· See attached letter from Bubany and TIF Projections
· See attached site photos and proposed building information

· The Planning Commission reviewed the basic proposal for this project at their recent meeting of 2/21/17.  A portion of the minutes of that meeting is listed below:  “A TIF financing district is potentially the way the City can offer a reduced land price to the developer and over time recover those costs through the increased taxes collected.   Motion by Highum seconded by Wilkemeyer  to approve the sale of Lot 2, Blk 1 Himlie Business Park for the construction of twin homes as this type of housing is needed, the area is ready for development,  both the developer and City will benefit from the partnership, all of which is consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan and recent housing needs study.  Upon roll call all voted aye.”
· Considerable detail will still need to be worked out regarding the zoning, configuration of street and utilities and the responsibilities of the developer and the city regarding that infrastructure
8. (B)  Notification from MDOT District 6 Transportation Partnership that the application for Safe Routes to School Project (SRTS/TAP)(2021 funding) did not receive high enough prioritization to be funded in this grant cycle.  Consider authorizing Bolton & Menk (at an approximately cost of $600.00) to repackage this project for possible grant funding through the DNR Outdoor Recreation Grant, Local Trail Connections Grant Process.   The project could be scaled back to include just the trail on the east side of Mill Street and south side of Pine Meadows to at least provide a safe walking route.  Further trails and signs could be incorporated into a new SRTS/TAP application next year.  This competitive DNR grant has a 25% local match with a maximum $150,000.00 award.  Sample Resolution supporting the grant application will be available for Council consideration.
8. (C) Consideration of funding request from Southeastern MN Historic Bluff Country    
Tourism Program – see attached request and letter of services provided




	
	


 9.  Ordinances—None
10.  Reports, Updates, and Miscellaneous –  past months minutes provided for review
10.  (A) Library Board (O’Donnell) — next meeting Thurs. March 2nd  

(January 2017 minutes)

10.  (B) Rushford EDA (Benson, Honsey)—next meeting, Wed.  March 8th  at 5:30 p.m. 

(December 2016 and January 2017 minutes)

10.  (C) Airport Commission (Hallum)—next meeting, Thurs, March 20th , 6:30 p.m.

(December 2016 and notes from Jan/Feb 2017)
10.  (D) Planning Commission (O’Donnell)—next meeting Tues, March 21st , 5:30 p.m.


(November, December 2016; February 2017)
10.  (E) Rushford Municipal Electric (Hallum)—next meeting Wed, March 15th , 6:00 p.m.

(December 2016; January 2017, notes from February 2017)
10.  (F) Trees, Trails, Parks (Bunke) – next meeting Thurs., March 2nd , 5:00 p.m. 


(October, November, December 2016; January, February 2017)
10.  (G) Labor/Management (Hallum, Bunke) 
10.  (H) Staff Updates/Reports as available or appropriate
11.  Adjournment
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