CHRIS HALLUM – Mayor (12/31/15)
ROBERT DAHL, Councilor (12/31/15)
VERN BUNKE, Councilor (12/31/17)
MARK HONSEY, Councilor (12/31/17)
ROGER COLBENSON, Councilor (12/31/15)
RUSHFORD CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING,  MONDAY

 APRIL 14, 2014 at 6:30 pm
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, RUSHFORD, MN
1.  Call to Order 6:30 p.m. 
2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda
3.  Approval of Minutes 

3.  (A) Regular Meeting of March 24, 2014 – see attached

4.  Appearance of Interested Citizens (for any topic other than public hearing topics)
5.  Notices/Communications/Announcements – see attached

5.  (A) Notification from Mediacom regarding changes in fees and charges
5.  (B) University of MN EDA Center Newsletters for March 2014
5.  (C) Reminder of Board of Appeal & Equalization for 2014 Assessment Year to be held 
at 6:00 p.m. Monday, April 28th, for review of classifications or values on property
5.  (D)  Notification of MN Severe Weather Awareness Week April 21-25 with two Statewide 

Tornado Drills scheduled for Thursday, April 24th 

5.  (E) Arbor Day Tree Planting Activity, April 25th at 9:30 a.m.  Creekside Park

5.  (F)  Fillmore County Law Enforcement Participating in National Drug Take-Back Program; Rushford Police Department Saturday, April 26th from 10:00 a.m. to 2 p.m.

5.  (G)  Certificate of Commendation Awarded to the City of Rushford and it’s Wastewater Treatment Facility Staff for exemplary effort in the year 2013 to comply with the MN Pollution Control Agency’s Permit Program 

5.  (H) Minutes from Trail Towns March meeting in Whalan and agenda for April meeting

5.  (I)  Celebrate National Library Week April 13-19th ; special events, prize drawings, 

April 15th 7 p.m. Author Visit Scott Bestul, “The Total Deer Hunter Manual”
6.  Consent Agenda – see attachments for each
6.  (A) Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 04/14/14           
6.  (B) Approval of the Financial Statement and Investment Report
6.  (C) Approval of the Police Dept. Revenue & Expense Report
6.  (D) Approval of the Police Department Activity Report 
6.  (E) Approval of the PWD Overtime & Banked Hours Report 
6.  (F) Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report 
6.  (G) Approval of Resolution 2014-034 Awarding an EDA Micro Grant for $500.00 to Reflections  Hair Studio, Ryan & Jen Meyer, for outdoor signage 
(also see attached financial recap of Micro Grants)
6.  (H) Approval of Resolution 2014-035 approving a $500.00 Highway 43 Project Matching

Funds Grant to Expo Culinaria, a subcommittee of Rushford Peterson Valley Chamber
of Commerce for the purpose of expanding the marketing to promote ExpoC and the
“open for business” attitude during the Highway 43 project; as recommended by EDA 
6.  (I) Approval of Resolution 2014-036 approving a $500.00 Highway 43 Project Matching Funds Grant to Taste of the Trail, Root River Trail Towns for the purpose of expanding the
community event to include more advertising, more vendors, prizes and location flags; as

recommended by the EDA (also see attached financial recap of Hwy 43 Marketing Exp)
6.  (J) Review of the Annual Lodging Tax Activity Report covering 19 years of revenue and 

Expenditure history 
7.  Public Hearing—None   
8.  General Business 
8.  (A) Review and consideration of Proposal for Interior Flood Reduction Feasibility Study for the City; a combination of engineering serves from Barr Engineering and Otomo Engineering.  FEMA is formally certifying the City’s Levee System; however, flood inundation maps being released will indicate potential for flooding due to interior drainage in low-laying areas on the landward side of the levees.  This study would define potential mitigation options by conducting survey work and defining options.  Total cost of work to determine elevations and develop methods of mitigation totals $33,459.00 with a more in depth study having a considerably higher cost.   Josh DeFrang of Otomo Engineering will be present to further explain the proposed scope of work –also see attached staff report
8.  (B)  Consideration of  entering into MDOT contract #05333 State of Minnesota, Dept. of Transportation and City of Rushford Cooperative Construction Agreement for State Project #2307-21, Trunk Highway 43 Project.  This documentation is necessary as part of the approval process for MDOT to encumber $1,550,000.00 towards the project cost.  The City Attorney has reviewed and recommended authorization of agreement – see attached staff report
8.  (C)  Consideration of approving Resolution 2014-040 Amending Resolution 2014-030 regarding the advertising of bids for the 2014 Municipal Improvement Project/Mill Street Reconstruction Project.  Bid forms, plans and specifications have not been finalized to be made available to potential bidders in both electronic and paper format as originally planned and the bid opening date may need to be extended.  This amendment authorizes the bid opening to be on May 2nd or a date to be determined as soon thereafter as possible – see attached resolution
8.  (D) Consideration of approving a water and sewer utility rate evaluation study as proposed by MSA Professional Service in preparation for the PFA financing of the TH43 project at a cost of $4,000.00.  If approved, an additional task of a water and sewer utility rate structure study could be conducted at the same time for a combined total cost of $6,000.00 – see attached staff report
8.  (E)  Consideration of  approving the appointment of Jordan Brand and Nathan Peterson to the Rushford Fire Department having successfully  completed the review and hiring process and as recommended by the department and Fire Chief Paul Corcoran – see attached memo
8.  (F) Consideration of approving the three Letters of Agreement amending the Post-Retirement Health Care Savings Plan language, Appendix D, of the AFSCME Local 1944 Base Unit, Police Supervisory Unit and Patrol Officer Unit.  The Minnesota State Retirement System (MSRS) is requesting the number of tiers be reduced by which employees make their voluntary contributions to the plan. Three employees affected by the revision have signed their agreement to the plan change - see  attached three Letters of Agreement, chart of tiers and minutes of the 3/16/14 Labor Management meeting where this matter was discussed
8.  (G)  Consideration of adopting Resolution 2014-037 Acknowledging a Donation of $300.00 from the Tri-County Electric Cooperative’s Operation Round Up Program for contribution toward replacement of the Rushford Aquatic Center boiler system– see attached resolution & Thank You


8.  (H) Consideration of adoption of Resolution 2014-038 Acknowledging a Donation of 
   $5,000.00 from the Rushford Community Foundation for a contribution toward replacement
   of the Rushford Aquatic Center boiler system – sees attached resolution & Thank You
8.  (I)  Consideration of adoption of Resolution 2014-039 Acknowledging a Donation of
$250.00 from the Valley Crest Riders Snowmobile Club for the children’s summer reading
   program at the Rushford Public Library – see attached resolution and Thank You

8.  (J) Consideration of taking action and completing appropriate documentation on the recommendation of the Economic Development Authority (EDA) regarding several Flood Recovery Loans.  The following list represents the documentation that the five year term has been met, the first 75% forgivable installment($100,000.00) has been applied and the second installment consisting of a 20% forgivable amount shall now be forgiven with the remaining balance to be forgiven in equal installments until said balance is at Zero at which time the collateral assignments applied to property affected may be removed.  Approval of Resolutions:

2014-033  Rushford State Bank    4/08/14      $ 45,315.80  Balance remaining  $    181,263.20


The following represents the documentation that the five year term has been meet, and the first 75% forgivable installment of $100,000.00 shall now be forgiven with the remaining balance to be forgiven in equal installments over the next five years until said balance is at Zero at which time the collateral assignments applied to property affected may be removed.  Approval of Resolution:
2014-032  Jerome Rivers
         4/18/14 
    $100,000.00  Balance remaining  $    123,920.00
8.  (K)  Review statistical and financial reports of the 2013 Aquatic Center operations to assist in the consideration of setting rates for the 2014 Rushford Aquatic Center – see attached reports.  Stephanie Wick, will return as manager for another season.  Council review and approval will include the following actions:
1.  Set rates for 2014 season – joint advertisement and registration will be coordinated 

     with R/P Community Education summer programs – see attached flyer


2.  Set rates of pay for pool personnel for 2014 season – see proposed pay grid

3.  Authorize advertisement for employment for qualified American Red Cross certified Lifeguards and Water Safety Instructors.
  9.  Ordinances—None
10.  Reports, Updates, and Miscellaneous –  
10.  (A) Library Board (Dahl) — next meeting,  May 6th  at 5:30 p.m.
10.  (B) Rushford EDA (Hallum, Honsey)—next meeting, Wed. May 7th  at 5:30 p.m. 
10.  (C) Airport Commission (Dahl)—next meeting,  Mon. April 21st  at  6:30 p.m.
10.  (D) Planning Commission (Bunke)—next meeting, Tues. April 15th  at 6:30 p.m.
10.  (E) Rushford Municipal Electric (Honsey)—next meeting,  April 16th  at  6:00 p.m.
10.  (F) Tri-City Planning Committee – next meeting ___________________
10.  (G) Labor/Management (Hallum, Bunke) – next meeting, Wed. May 21st at 2:30 a.m.
10.  (H) Staff Updates/Reports as available or appropriate
11.  Adjournment
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