CHRIS HALLUM – Mayor (12/31/11)
ROBERT DAHL, Acting Mayor (12/31/11)
VERN BUNKE, Councilor (12/31/13)
MARK HONSEY, Councilor (12/31/13)
TED ROBERTON, Councilor (12/31/11)

_______________________________________________________________________
RUSHFORD CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
Monday
June 13, 2011
6:30 pm
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS

RUSHFORD, MINNESOTA
________________________________________________________________________________
1.  Call to Order
2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda
3.  Approval of Minutes 

3.  (A) Regular Meeting of May 23, 2011 – see attached minutes
4.  Appearance of Interested Citizens
5.  Notices/Communications/Announcements
5.  (A)  Acknowledgment of six members of the Rushford Senior Girl Scout Troop 40303 earning the Silver Award in Girl Scouting:  Erika Hinz, Mariah Mueller, Rebecca Munson, Samantha Rislove, Kaitlyn Thelen, Kyli Torkelson

5.  (B) Local Board of Appeal & Equalization Training opportunity on August 15, 2011 in Winona.  Council member Dahl’s training certificate expires November 2012.  In order to conduct local Board of Appeal & Equalization hearings, the City must have at least one elected official be officially certified and trained.

5.  (C)  Invitation to the Nanotek Trek – a bike ride fundraiser with educational nanotechnology exhibits, hosted by Rushford Institute for Nanotechnology, Saturday, June 18, 2011 – see attached flyer
5.  (D)  Historic Bluff Country News – quarterly newsletter; update on annual meeting and Scenic Byways initiatives – see attached newsletter

5.  (E)  Receipt of several messages to City Hall and to Chamber Office from the Luther College Relay Race 2011 participants:  1)  “A sincere thank you to all in Rushford who provided such a warm welcome to the runners in the Luther College Relay Race this past weekend.  Your camp park was a wonderful home.  The generosity of the school to allow us to shower was very much appreciated.  We felt very welcomed and enjoyed our stop there.  This was our first time in Rushford and we’ll definitely come back via the trail.  Thank you for all your support! “  2) “Just a quick note to say thinks for helping us organize our stay in Rushford.  We could not have felt more welcomed by a community and we couldn’t have been more pleased with our stay!  Thanks for all that you did to assist us in orienting ourselves with Rushford.” 3) “I was one of the many people who overnighted in Rushford as part of the relay run.  We had a wonderful time in your community and really enjoyed the hospitality that so many offered to us during our stay.  I have shared with friends here in Madison, WI my good feelings about Rushford; so thanks, and keep up the good work.”
6.  Consent Agenda
6.  (A) Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for the

reporting period ending June 13, 2011—see attachment

6.  (B) Approval of the Financial Statement and Investment Report-

see attached reports

6. (C)  Approval of the Police Department Revenue & Expense Report—see

  attached report 

6. (D)  Approval of the Police Department Activity Report—see attached

6. (E)  Approval of the PWD Overtime & Banked Hours Report—see attached

6.  (F)  Set special council meeting for Monday, June 20, 2011, to receive 2010 Audit 

             Report from Smith, Schafer & Associates.
7.  Public Hearing
8.  General Business
8.  (A)  Consideration of Library Board request to apply for alternate public-purpose 

use of FEMA funds for the denied community center project to utilize those funds for the new library building project.  Library Board members will be in attendance – see attached letter
8.  (B)  Consideration  of review of funding options for the Guardian Inn Motel and

Community Center.  Project funding options will be reviewed when Tom Serie of F & L Management, Inc. provides the required information from his banking institution.  If banking institution information is not provided at this meeting, alternate forms of action may be considered to include, but not be limited to, formally abandoning the motel/community center project with Mr. Serie, consideration of a new direction for the community center or consideration of a solicitation of a new motel developer(s).
8.  (C)  Consideration of certain courses of action related to the Municipal Liquor Store operations – also see attached staff report
1. Official action to retain exclusive right to Off-Sale liquor sales within the City of Rushford.  No further action required.
     OR             2.   Request the right from the State to retain Off-Sale liquor sales and issue
      Off-Sale licenses within the City.
OR
3.   Official action to give up the exclusive right to Off-Sale liquor sales within 
                          the City of Rushford.
4. Official action to direct staff to prepare language amendments to the Liquor Ordinance allowing for the issuance of Off-Sale licenses within the City pursuant to MN Statutes 340A ;  with a determination on the number of licenses to be issued
5. Official action to set a public hearing for June 27, 2011, to consider amendments to the Liquor Ordinance to provide for the issuance of Off-Sale licenses within the City pursuant to MN Statutes 340A.  If the ordinance is adopted after this public hearing, and following publication of the ordinance, eligible parties may make application for said license.  Following review of application requirements and upon approval by the City Council, the application will be forward to the State Liquor Control Agency for approval.
6. Official  termination of part-time employees

7. Consider opening Off-Sale long enough to sell off remaining liquor inventory to maximize financial gain on product that could not be returned to the liquor or beer vendors.  Following final sales and return of all product, an inventory count is necessary for State reporting requirements.

8. Consider future uses of the building

9. Consider ramifications, if any, on FEMA funding/uses of building

8.  (E)  Consideration of accepting the recommendation of the Economic Development 
Authority to approve a Forebearance Policy and Agreement as attached.  The EDA subcommittee has developed a policy to analysis a businesses’ repayment ability for a City loan, recommending the use of an SBDC (Small Business Development Center) analysis.   See attached staff report.
8. ( F)  Consideration of adoption of Resolution 2011-029 Flood Damage Reduction

Grant Assistance Program, applying for a 50% grant or $150,210.00, whichever is less, for costs associated with the levee recertification project.  These funds are currently made possibly in part by a grant provided by the MN Department of Natural Resources through appropriations by the MN State Legislature.  When additional funding is made available through new legislative action, appropriate grant documents will be executed at that time for those funds – see attached Resolution and Accompanying Grant Agreement
8.  (G)  Consideration of adoption of Resolution 2011-030 Granting a Temporary On-

Sale Liquor License for a Wine & Beer Tasting Event to be held by Rushford Festivities, Inc. at the Rushford Fire Hall, 407 S. Elm Street,  July 14, 2011 from 6-8 p.m.  - see attached Resolution
8.  (H)  Consideration of adoption of Resolution 2011-031 Granting a 3.2 Malt Liquor 

Temporary License to the Rushford Festivities, Inc. for the annual community celebration to be held July 15-17, 2011 at the Fest Grounds on Industrial Drive West of the Historic Depot – see attached Resolution
8.  (I) Consideration of approving the granting of temporary permission to

Rushford Festivities, Inc. for its coordinators to operate golf-type vehicles on City

streets during the 2011 celebration to be held July 11-17, 2011  - see attached form
8.  (J)  Consideration of amending Resolution 2011-015 previously granted to 

Rushford Area Chamber of Commerce for a Temporary On-Sale Liquor License for a wine and beer tasting event at Hoiland Mill.  The date for this event has been changed from June 11th to September 17, 2011.  Correct date has been provided to the State Alcohol & Gambling Enforcement Division.
8.  (K ) Consideration of nominating and approving the appointment of a
volunteer citizen to the respective board and commission as listed below. Interested citizens are reminded to obtain an application form at City Hall if interested in serving:
Tree Board [one (1) appointee is needed]
1. ________________________ (Unexpired term – January 2012)
9.  Ordinances—None
10.  Reports, Updates, and Miscellaneous:  
10.  (A) Tree Board (Honsey)—next meeting June 9th,  7:00 am  
10.  (B) Library Board (Hallum)—next meeting June 27th, 6:00 pm
10.  (C) Rushford EDA (Bunke, Roberton)—next mtg. July ____  , 6:30 am
       June 14th, 6 p.m. City Hall, lower level continuation of June 7th meeting

10.  (D) Airport Commission (Honsey)—next meeting June 20th ,  6:30 pm
           (See attached minutes of May meeting)
10.  (E) Planning Commission (Dahl)—next meeting June 21st, 6:30 pm                                                        


     (See attached minutes of May meeting)
10.  (F) Rushford Municipal Electric (Bunke) — June 15th ,  6:00 pm
            (See attached minutes of April and May meetings)
10.  (G) CGMC and LMC updates – see attached
10.  (H) Updates/Reports Staff
1. 2009 Municipal Street and Utility Improvement Project – punch list items continue to be completed 

2. 2011 Municipal Street and Utility Improvement Project – neighborhood meeting scheduled for June 14th , 6 p.m. City Hall – see attached notice
3. 2011 Municipal Improvement Bond – David Drown Associates working on upcoming bond issue Official Statement, management call to be scheduled for Standards & Poor’s rating, bids to be received and tabulated at DDA offices June 27th with recommendation of award to City Council at June 27th meeting
4. Levee Corrective Measures Project – see attached minutes – work continues on easement paperwork and plans are being finalized for submittal to various governmental regulatory entities for review
5.  Bike Trail Improvement Project – work continues with Barr Engineering and AET to provide required information to the Corps of  Engineers on hydraulics and slope stability questions
6. Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Project – work progresses on digester site and electrical work for blowers
7. Electric Utility Downtown Upgrade Project – pre-con meeting was held; TEC/Push starting week of June 13th at the intersection of Elm & Park
8. Tri-City Planning Committee – next meeting scheduled for 6/22/11
10.  (I) Adjournment
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