CHRIS HALLUM – Mayor (12/31/15)
ROBERT DAHL, Councilor (12/31/15)
VERN BUNKE, Councilor (12/31/17)
MARK HONSEY, Councilor (12/31/17)
ROGER COLBENSON, Councilor (12/31/15)
RUSHFORD CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING, MONDAY
 July 14, 2014 at 6:30 pm
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, RUSHFORD, MN
The Rushford City Council will hold a closed council meeting at 5:30 – 6:00 p.m. Monday, July 14, 2014, prior to the regular City Council Meeting, at the Rushford City Hall.  Purpose of the meeting is to meet with City Attorney Chiglo to discuss options regarding City litigation against Springer & Gumbel, P.A.
6:00 -6:30 p.m. work session to review terms and conditions of a proposed lease agreement with Farmer’s Elevator Coop for the former Municipal Liquor Store;  to be acted upon later during the regular council meeting.
1.  Call to Order 6:30 p.m. 
2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda
3.  Approval of Minutes 

3.  (A) Regular Meeting of June 23, 2014 – see attached

4.  Appearance of Interested Citizens (for any topic other than public hearing topics)

5.  Notices/Communications/Announcements – see attachments for each
5.  (A) University of MN EDA Center Newsletters for June 2014
5.  (B)  SEMLM Meeting in Winona 7/29/13
6.  Consent Agenda – see attachments for each
6.  (A) Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 07/14/14           
6.  (B) Approval of the Financial Statement and Investment Report
6.  (C) Approval of the Police Dept. Revenue & Expense Report
6.  (D) Approval of the Police Department Activity Report 
6.  (E) Approval of the PWD Overtime & Banked Hours Report 
6.  (F) Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report 
6.  (G) Renewal of the LMCIT Liability Coverage Waiver Form regarding monetary limits
6.  (H) Approval of Resolution 2014-063 approving a $500.00 Matching Funds EDA Micro Grant to Grace Place for completing an exterior improvement project; painting the building, new overhead sign, bike rack, window dressing, window frame sign all of which total approximately $1,000.00

6.  (I)  Approval of Resolution 2014-065 approving up to a $500.00 Matching Funds EDA Micro Grant to Jessie Street Java for the purpose of  website design and hosting; marketing materials for events and signage for the store (dependent upon verification of total expenses expected  to be $1,000.00.

(Also see attached financial recap of Micro Grants authorized to date)
6.  (J) Approval of Resolution 2014-064 approving a $500.00 Matching Funds Highway 43 Project Grant to St. Joseph’s Catholic Church for the purpose of reconstructing the front of Montini Hall to add beauty taken away from the Hwy 43 Construction project; building a new flower planter at an estimated cost of $20,000.00

(Also see attached financial recap of Hwy 43 Grants authorized to date)

6.  (K)  Acknowledgement of PFA Drinking Water principal forgiveness grant awarded to the City in the amount of $385,231.00 against the $671,870.00 water loan.  The loan term length has been set at 20 years and 1% interest has been locked in.  The attached letter is to be signed by the Mayor acknowledging the City’s understanding that the PFA-related assessments have a limit to the amount of interest that may be charged – see attached
7.  Public Hearing—None   
8.  General Business 
8.  (A)  Consideration of receiving a request from Steve & Joan Lee for a new privacy fence to be installed on their property at 100 E. Harry Street due to the Highway 43 project changing the use of their property.  Trees and bushes located in the MDOT right-of-way are to be removed and an open ditch replaced with new storm sewer.  The Lee’s will present a request to the City for a more expense fence installation than was original offered by the City. See attached staff report and supporting documentation
8.  (B)  Consideration of approving the renewal of a Legal Services Agreement with Terry A. Chiglo, Attorney At Law for general legal services.  Chiglo proposes to renew the agreement for 17 months thru the end of December 2015, to put the contract onto a calendar year basis; and to increase the fee to the rate of $135.00 per hour – see attached
8.  (C) Consideration of acting upon the recommendations from the Rushford EDA following their review of three businesses recently served a “Notice of Right to Cure Loan Default” notice.  See attached excerpts from EDA meeting minutes of 7/2/14 and staff report:
1.  GForce Digital Technologies LLC (formerly GForce Ink LLC) – having received financial plans and goals/milestone list, EDA recommended extension of forbearance from May 1, 2014 to May 1, 2015 with conditions to include engaging a forensic accountant for an audit to determine if additional security is required and/or restructuring recommended and continuation of reports on goals and milestones
2.  Historic Bluff Country (HBC) – HBC is still working on their business plan with CEDA staff; EDA recommended extending default cure period through October 31, 2014
3.  Rushford NanoElectroChemistry Company (RNECC) – given that financial reports were inadequate or not submitted at all, EDA recommended the loan be treated as a loan in default and provided options for Council Action 
8.  (D)  Consideration of approving the purchase agreement between the City of Rushford and Michael Burns for the purchase of .71 acres in the Rush Creek Business Park for the sum of $15,000.00.  The area is part of Block 1, Lots 7 & 8 labeled Parcel 1 – see attached agreement and plat map
8.  (E ) Consideration of entering into an agreement with the Farmer’s Elevator Co-op for the lease of the city building at 409 South Elm Street.  This matter was discussed at a work session prior to the regular council meeting and changes or amendments from that session may be incorporated into the agreement – see attached agreement
8.  (F)  Consideration of entering into an agreement with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) as a participant in a wildlife habitat improvement program;  receiving grant funding for habitat restoration on the Magelssen Bluff area; and in coordination with ongoing Minnesota DNR efforts in the same vicinity – see attached agreement and map
8.  (G)  Consideration of adoption of Resolution 2014-062 Acknowledging a Donation of 

$1,500.00 from Dorothy O’Donnell for a contribution of $500.00 to the Rushford Public Library for large print books; $500.00 to the Rushford Ambulance Service for equipment needs; and $500.00 to the Rushford Fire Dept. for equipment needs in memory of Harold (Bud) O’Donnell– see attached resolution & Thank You

8.  (H) Request from Council member Colbenson to discuss deer/hunting issues within the City. 

  9.  Ordinances—None
10.  Reports, Updates, and Miscellaneous –  
10.  (A) Library Board (Dahl) — next meeting,  Sept 2nd  at 6:30 p.m.
10.  (B) Rushford EDA (Hallum, Honsey)—next meeting, Wed. August 6th at 5:30 p.m. 


(see attached minutes  from April, May, June meetings)

       
 1.   Acceptance of resignation of Peter Enns from the EDA due to moving from the area

10.  (C) Airport Commission (Dahl)—next meeting, Mon. July 21st  at 6:30 p.m.


(see attached minutes from March, April, May meetings)


10.  (D) Planning Commission (Bunke)—next meeting, Tues. July 15th  at 6:30 p.m.


(see attached minutes from April and May meetings)
10.  (E) Rushford Municipal Electric (Honsey)—next meeting, July 16th  at 6:00 p.m.


(see attached minutes from April meeting)
10.  (F) Tri-City Planning Committee – next meeting July 30th  at 7:00 p.m. at CRV


(see attached minutes from June 25, 2014 meeting)
10.  (G) Labor/Management (Hallum, Bunke) – next meeting, ___________
10.  (H) Staff Updates/Reports as available or appropriate
11.  Adjournment
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