CHRIS HALLUM – Mayor (12/31/11)
ROBERT DAHL, Acting Mayor (12/31/11)
VERN BUNKE, Councilor (12/31/13)
MARK HONSEY, Councilor (12/31/13)
TED ROBERTON, Councilor (12/31/11)

_______________________________________________________________________
RUSHFORD CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
Monday
August 22, 2011
6:30 pm
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS

RUSHFORD, MINNESOTA
________________________________________________________________________________
1.  Call to Order
2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda
3.  Approval of Minutes 

3.  (A) Special Strategic Planning #2, Meeting of August 6th – see attached minutes
3.  (B) Regular Council Meeting of August 8th – see attached minutes

4.  Appearance of Interested Citizens
5.  Notices/Communications/Announcements
5.  (A) Invitation from Rushford Area Chamber of Commerce to attend the Summer Quarterly Meeting/Ice Cream Social on Thursday, August 25th on Magelssen Bluff, guest speaker Administrator Sarvi, 5 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. – see attached
5.  (B) Press Release from Historic Bluff Country looking for volunteers to compile information or provide informational stories on the people and history of our community – see attached 
5.  (C) Notification from Mediacom regarding channel changes to all-digital; movement of channel numbers; and availability of limited free adapters – see attached

5.  (D)  Notification received from Minnesota Revenue certifying that Mark Honsey and Chris Hallum completed the Local Board of Appeal & Equalization Training in compliance with MN Statutes, Section 274.014

5.  (E)  Review of letter received from City of Rushford Village regarding the South Rushford Sewer Use Agreement and two issues they request the City to consider; number of samples and exemptions and cost of purchasing additional ERU’s – see attached

5. (F)  SEMLM General Meeting, Monday 8/29/11, Chatfield Arts Center,  $25.00

6.  Consent Agenda
6.  (A) Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for the

reporting period ending August 22, 2011—see attachment
7.  Public Hearing
8.  General Business
8.  (A) Consideration of appropriation of funds for improvements to the Brooklyn Park; installation of swing set type structure and ground cover, approximate cost $5,000.00.  The City will continue to coordinate with the neighborhood park group on their fund raising efforts for the purchase of additional play structures and equipment – see attached staff report

8.  (B)  Consideration of approving the recommendation of the Economic Development Authority (EDA) to partner with Southeast Minnesota Historic Bluff Country in the use of the vacant building recently purchased by the City at 303 South Elm Street.   HCB, the regional tourism office for Southeastern Minnesota, would require financial assistance and abatement of rental fees to move their operations to Rushford.  HBC promotes year-round marketing of the area and with this space could also host special events, meetings and opportunities of interest throughout the area - see attached EDA minutes excerpt and staff report
8.  (C)  Consideration of appointment of  Mayor Chris Hallum to serve on the EDA and the Labor Management Committee to replace Council member Ted Roberton on those committees for the appointment term ending December 2011.
8.  (D)  Review of time lines, requirements and options for 2012 levy certification process 
9.  Ordinances—None
10.  Reports, Updates, and Miscellaneous:  
10.  (A) Tree Board (Honsey)—next meeting August  _____
10.  (B) Library Board (Hallum)—next meeting August 29, 2011, 6:30 p.m.
10.  (C) Rushford EDA (Bunke, Roberton)—next mtg.  Sept 13th , 6:30 pm
        EDA Special Meeting – Strategic Planning Continues, Sept 8th, 6:30 p.m.

10.  (D) Airport Commission (Honsey)—next meeting Sept. 19th ,  6:30 pm
10.  (E) Planning Commission (Dahl)—next meeting Sept. 20th, 6:30 pm                                                        
10.  (F) Rushford Municipal Electric (Bunke) — next mtg Sept. 21st ,  6:00 pm
10.  (G) CGMC and LMC updates – see attached
10.  (H) Updates/Reports Staff
1. 2009 Municipal Street and Utility Improvement Project –  Winona Excavating will soon start work on Pine Meadows North utilities
2. 2011 Municipal Street and Utility Improvement Project –  Center Street and Northview Street work in progress; High Street hookups are completed; project on schedule
3. Levee Corrective Measures Project – see attached minutes – final reviews by agencies and final easement paperwork being completed
4.  Bike Trail Improvement Project –  awaiting Corps of Engineers determination on slope area under bridge
5. Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Project –  pouring concrete for digester and working on second clarifier; work progressing well
6. Electric Utility Downtown Upgrade Project –  work will resume when transformers are delivered
7. Tri-City Planning Committee – next meeting September ___
10.  (I) Adjournment
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