CHRIS HALLUM – Mayor (12/31/15)
ROBERT DAHL, Councilor (12/31/15)
VERN BUNKE, Councilor (12/31/17)
MARK HONSEY, Councilor (12/31/17)
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_______________________________________________________________________
RUSHFORD CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING, MONDAY
 SEPTEMBER 28, 2015 at 6:30 pm
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, RUSHFORD, MN
_______________________________________________________________________________
1.  Call to Order 6:30 p.m.


2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda
3.  Approval of Minutes 

3.  (A) Regular Meeting of September 14, 2015 – see attached

4.  Appearance of Interested Citizens (for any topic other than public hearing topics)

5.  Notices/Communications/Announcements – see attached notices

5.  (A) Fillmore County Zoning Office notification of public hearing on proposed new language to allow expansion of an existing building site

5.   (B) Invitation from CEDA to attend one of their regional meetings on the development of a cohesive marketing strategy to leverage opportunities such as DMC and J2G

5.  (C) Annual Fire Department Open House, Saturday, October 3rd from 9 to Noon at Rushford Fire Hall; Rushford Ambulance Service will also be participating
6.  Consent Agenda 
6.  (A) Approval of Verified Claims/Fund Summary Report for period ending 09/28/15   
7.  Public Hearing  
As per public notification, public comment will be taken to consider amending the Rushford Zoning Ordinance to include a chapter to address renewable energy systems.  The intent is to encourage systems that have a positive impact in energy conservation yet limit the adverse impact on the community.  See attached Draft Chapter 23 Renewable Energy Systems – Geothermal & Solar.  A separate chapter will be brought forward at a later date to address wind energy systems.    Upon receipt of any public comments and after further discussion, the Council may find it appropriate to direct additional changes to the draft ordinance or may adopt the ordinance as presented. 
8.  General Business 
8. (A) Consideration of report from Fire Chief, Paul Corcoran, regarding the fire contract renewals for area townships and city’s contracting for fire services – see attached memo regarding proposed changes in the contract term and rates
8. (B)  Consideration of adoption of Resolution 2015-057 Acknowledging a Donation of $6,000.00 from the Rushford Festivities, Inc. to the Rushford Fire Dept. – see attached Resolution and Thank You
8.  (C)  Review of proposed amendment to the Subdivision Regulations Ordinance to clarify definitions and establish standards for the City to be eligible to participate in Safe Routes to School Programs and funding opportunities.  State statute requires that any subdivision established on or after 6/1/16 shall incorporate Safe Routes to School infrastructure in the subdivision development plan.  The ordinance amendment has been reviewed by the Rushford Planning Commission and is currently under review by the City Attorney.  A public hearing date should be set for October 13th for review and action on this amendment.

8.  (D) Clarification of assessment policy to be used for Project S.P. 2307-21 (Mill St./Hwy 43):  The City’s 2009 Assessment Policy calls for street improvements costs to be distributed/assessed at 70% City and 30% paid by the benefitting property owner.  Sidewalk improvements are to be 100% paid by the benefited property owner.  Given that this particular project has a large area of public improvements and wider than normal sidewalks in some areas, it is recommended that the policy on sidewalks be amended for the Mill St/Hwy 43 project only and that sidewalk improvements will be distributed/assessed in the same manner as street improvements; 70% City and 30% by the benefitted property. 
8.  (E )  Consideration of accepting the recommendation of the Airport Commission to adopt the Use Policy for Airport Facilities to allow for individuals or groups to make use of certain areas of the building and grounds.  See attached staff  report and proposed Use Policy.

8. (F) Review of preliminary 2016 budget and a recommendation for the approval of Resolution 2015-058 that adopts a proposed preliminary levy, collectible in 2016.  The Council shall also set a public comment date regarding the budget and levy for Monday, December 14, 2015 and establish December 28, 2015 as the date for the adoption of the final levy amount for taxes payable in 2016 – see attached Resolution and supporting documents.  Attached charts indicate an historical and current proposed levy and LGA break down by Fund; proposed budgeted expenses by fund and capital projects history. 
8. (G) Consideration of advertising the vacancy in the Public Works Department Maintenance Worker 1 position, and prepare to fill the position following the selection and scoring process as previously provided.  The positon was posted internally with no current city employees wishing to apply.  See attached process and proposed timeline.

8.  (H)  At the request of various council members, renew discussion on potential use(s) of former liquor store building.
9.  Ordinances 
9.  (A) Consideration of any further amendments or changes to the draft ordinance relating to geothermal and solar renewable energy systems as reviewed during the public hearing.  If no changes are recommended, consideration of the adoption of An Ordinance Regarding Renewable Energy Systems – Geothermal & Solar.  The Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and publication.  
· DG interconnection documentation process will include zoning application forms and review of proposed equipment, technical aspects of installation and so forth.  Application fees and interconnection fees will need to be determined.
10.  Reports, Updates, and Miscellaneous –  
10.  (A) Library Board (Dahl) — recent meeting, Wed. Nov. 4th    at 6:30 p.m.


(see attached letter from MN Dept of Education regarding 2014 reporting period) 
(see attached  minutes of March, May, July, September meetings 
10.  (B) Rushford EDA (Hallum, Honsey)—next meeting, Wed.  Oct. 7th    at 5:30 p.m.

10.  (C) Airport Commission (Dahl)—next meeting, Mon. Oct. 19th , 6:30 p.m.
10.  (D) Planning Commission (Bunke)—next meeting Tues.  Oct. 20th   , 6:30 p.m.

10.  (E) Rushford Municipal Electric (Honsey)—next meeting Wed.  Oct. 21st, 6:00 p.m.
10.  (F) Tri-City Planning Committee – next meeting ____________
10.  (G) Labor/Management (Hallum, Bunke) – next meeting Nov 19th, 2:00 p.m.
10.  (H) Staff Updates/Reports as available or appropriate
11.  Adjournment
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