CHRIS HALLUM – Mayor (12/31/11)
ROBERT DAHL, Acting Mayor (12/31/11)
VERN BUNKE, Councilor (12/31/13)
MARK HONSEY, Councilor (12/31/13)
TED ROBERTON, Councilor (12/31/11)

_______________________________________________________________________
RUSHFORD CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
Monday
November 28, 2011
6:30 pm
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS

RUSHFORD, MINNESOTA
1.  Call to Order
2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda
3.  Approval of Minutes 

3.  (A) Regular Meeting of November 14, 2011 – see attached minutes
4.  Appearance of Interested Citizens
5.  Notices/Communications/Announcements
5.  (A) Notification from Mediacom regarding rate adjustments and commentary on the state of programming, programming expenses and federal laws.
5.  (B) Notification of 16th Annual Christmas Wonderland Parade of Lights, scheduled for December 10th, 7 p.m.

5.  (C) Notification of 7 Rivers Alliance conference opportunities:  11/29/11 at SE Technical College, Winona “Go Global:  Southeast Minnesota!” with MN Trade Office and Senator Jeremy Miller.  12/9/11 Counties Collaboration Conference, Western Technical College, LaCrosse, WI
6.  Consent Agenda
6. (A) Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for the

reporting period ending November 28, 2011—see attachments
6.  (B) Approval of confirmation of retaining Smith, Schafer & Associates to conduct the annual audit for year ending 12/31/11 - see attached confirmation letter
7.  Public Hearing
7.  (A) Consideration of receiving information regarding the assessments 

as calculated by Otomo Engineering Services, Inc. for the 2011 Municipal Improvement Project; South Portion of Phase 1:  Street & Underground Utility Improvements and to receive testimony from any interested public parties.  Following the close of the public hearing, the City Council should then consider Resolution #2011-055 as shown in agenda item # 8 (C) below.  See attached Notice of Hearing sent to each property owner and Affidavit of Mailing of same

7.  (B) Consideration of receiving information regarding the delinquent amounts for various unpaid charges due to the City and to receive testimony from any interested public parties.  Following the close of the public hearing, the City Council should then consider Resolution #2011-056 as shown in agenda item #8 (D) below.  See attached Notice of Hearing sent to each property owner and Affidavit of Mailing of same
8.  General Business
8.  (A) Consideration of entering into an agreement with the City of Rushford Village for sanitary sewer collection services entitled:  “Re-Negotiated Wastewater Treatment Agreement” – see attached agreement and staff report
8.  (B)  Receive report from Susan Hart, Joyce Iverson and Gayle Boyum-Barnard (City, CRV, Peterson) regarding the 2011 MN Bicycle Tourism Summit they attended in Mankato in October.
8. (C ) Consideration of  adoption of Resolution 2011-055 Adopting the Assessment

 Roll for the 2011 Municipal Improvement Project as discussed earlier at the public hearing – see attached resolution
8. (D) Consideration of Adoption of Resolution 2011-056 Adopting the Resolution 

Certifying Past Due Billings for Collection With the 2012 Property Taxes as discussed earlier at the public hearing – see attached resolution
8.  (E) Consideration of accepting the retirement of Douglas Rislove from the City 

after nearly 26 ½ years of service in the public works department, effective 11/30/11.
See attached staff report - 
(1) As per personnel policy, bargaining unit agreement, and upon recommendation of the Public Works Director the open position shall be posted internally for five (5) days, beginning December 1, 2011 – see attached posting
(2)  As per personnel policy, bargaining unit agreement, and upon recommendation of the Public Works Director it is recommended to advance part-time public works employee, David Howe, to full-time status in public works.
8.  (F) Consideration of Approving the EDA’s recommendation to proceed with the purchase of Parcel #06.0211.010, Tarry Litscher, Litscher’s Processing for $150,000.00, utilizing the DEED Downtown Redevelopment Brownfield Grant funding as originally designated for the purchase and demolition of older/blighted properties.  The agreement will include the pay off of all existing revolving and/or flood recover loan funds and an agreement for Litscher to lease the premises through April 2012.

8.  (G) Consideration of approving amendments to the Rush Creek Bike Trail Project given changes mandated to the original plan by the Corps of Engineers.  Suggested amendments have been approved by the MN DNR, funding agent for both the MN Legacy Grant and the Federal Dept. of Transportation Grant – see attached reports

(1)  Consideration of approving the new trail concept to extend the bike trail on the south east side of the City for a possible connection to a canoe launch area south of the wastewater treatment plant

(2) Consideration of amending the professional services contract with Yaggy Colby Associates for additional trail grant planning and site survey work 

8.  (H) Consideration of accepting the tentative labor contract agreement as negotiated

with the AFSCME Base Unit, Police Supervisory Unit and Police Officer Unit.  The

AFSCME membership is expected to hold a ratification vote 11/23/11 - see attached 

tentative agreement and staff report
8.  (I) Consideration of next course of action regarding the Municipal Liquor Store building and amending city liquor ordinance – see attached staff report
 9.  Ordinances—None
10.  Reports, Updates, and Miscellaneous:    
10. (A) Library Board (Hallum) — next meeting January, 6:30 p.m.
10.  (B) Rushford EDA (Bunke, Hallum)— next meeting Tues, Dec 13th,   6:30 pm
 (See attached minutes of November 9th meeting)
10.  (C) Airport Commission (Honsey)—next meeting Dec 19th,  6:30 pm          
10.  (D) Planning Commission (Dahl)—next meeting Dec 20th ,  6:30 pm                                         
10. (E) Rushford Municipal Electric (Bunke) — Dec 21st, 6:00 pm
      (See attached minutes of October meeting)
            10.  (F) CGMC and LMC updates – see attached
10.  (G) Updates/Reports Staff
1. 2011 Municipal Street and Utility Improvement Project – done for the season, will return in the spring to check restoration areas
2. Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Project –  
3. Levee Improvement Project – see attached minutes of  conference calls; completing Pine Meadows area sanitary sewer and will start relief drains and seepage collectors on Levee C (Center Street area) Monday 11/21/11
4. Tri-City Planning Committee – next meeting  November 30th – see attached minutes from previous meeting
10.  (H) Adjournment
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