CHRIS HALLUM – Mayor (12/31/15)
ROBERT DAHL, Councilor (12/31/15)
VERN BUNKE, Councilor (12/31/17)
MARK HONSEY, Councilor (12/31/17)
ROGER COLBENSON, Councilor (12/31/15)
RUSHFORD CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING, MONDAY
DECEMBER 8, 2014 at 6:30 pm 
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, RUSHFORD, MN
The Rushford City Council will hold a working session from 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. prior to the regular City Council Meeting, at the Rushford City Hall.  The purpose of the meeting is to conduct a work session with MSA Engineering regarding proposed sewer and water rate structures and charges for the City.
1.  Call to Order 6:30 p.m. 
2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda
3.  Approval of Minutes 

3.  (A) Regular Meeting of November 24, 2014 – see attached

4.  Appearance of Interested Citizens (for any topic other than public hearing topics)
5.  Notices/Communications/Announcements 
5.  (A) AcenTek notice effective 1/1/15 removing BBC America from channel line-up
6.  Consent Agenda – see attachments for each
6.  (A) Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 12/08/14           
6.  (B) Approval of the Financial Statement and Investment Report
6.  (C) Approval of the Police Dept. Revenue & Expense Report
6.  (D) Approval of the Police Department Activity Report 
6.  (E) Approval of the PWD Overtime & Banked Hours Report 
6.  (F) Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report 
6.  (G) Recap of Hwy 43 Marketing Expenses and Matching Grants authorized to date

6.  (H) Recap of Matching Funds Micro Grants authorized to date
6.  (I) Approval of confirmation of retaining Smith, Schafer & Associates to conduct the annual audit for year ending 12/31/14 

7.  Public Hearing—None   
8.  General Business 
8.  (A) Continuation of discussion on the proposed changes to the water and sewer rate structure and charges  The water rate must implement the DNR conservation rate rule and both rates need to address operating needs, capital improvement, debt service and existing shortfalls.  Consideration of setting a date for a public hearing to implement recommended changes to the structure and rates to be charged.  Rate changes would take effect February 1, 2015.

 8. (B) Continuation of discussion on discretionary spending, Councilmember Dahl.
8.  (C) Public meeting on the proposed budget and proposed property tax levy for taxes payable year 2015.  Public comment will be heard and the final levy and budget will be discussed.  The original proposed levy was set in September at $750,000.00 which represented a 1.35% overall levy increase over the previous year.  Information will be provided regarding the budget and taxes proposed for collection to pay for the costs of city-provided services in 2015.  A levy resolution may be adopted at this meeting, but no later than the December 22nd   meeting.  Staff will provide additional information and reports – see attached information

8.  (D)  Consideration of approving Amendment #4 to Grant Agreement #3000000427 with the MN Department of Natural Resources and the City for the federal levee improvement project.  The amendment extends the end date to draw grant funds to June 30, 2015 and adds new, required provisions regarding use of bond fund-acquired property, invasive species and job reporting.  The City currently has contracts in place for various rip-rap replacements, structure repairs and other required repairs – see attached contract amendment

8.  (E) Consideration of approving the applications for 2015 On Sale and Sunday Liquor Licenses, 3.2 Off-Sale License, Off Sale Liquor License and Tobacco Licenses, contingent upon appropriate application forms, state forms and insurance certifications being filed at the City Clerk’s Office – see attached license renewal list

8.  (F)  Consideration of adoption of a Sign Retroflectivity Policy defining how the City will implement management methods to meet the minimum requirements in the MN Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.  Federal and State requirements call for all agencies, including cities, who maintain roadways open to public travel must adopt a sign maintenance program – see attached policy
8.  (G) Consideration of appointment of a prosecuting attorney – see attached contract from Luhmann Law, Preston, MN and contract from Springer & Gumbel who expressed interest in continuing their contract to represent the City
8.  (H) Consideration of a possible claim for sewer backup damages.  Information being gathered at this time. 

  9.  Ordinances—None
10.  Reports, Updates, and Miscellaneous –  
10.  (A) Library Board (Dahl) — next meeting, January_____at 6:30 p.m.
10.  (B) Rushford EDA (Hallum, Honsey)—next meeting, Wed. December 10th at 5:30 p.m. 
10.  (C) Airport Commission (Dahl)—next meeting, Mon. December 15th at 6:30 p.m.


10.  (D) Planning Commission (Bunke)—next meeting, Tues. December 16th at 6:30 p.m.
10.  (E) Rushford Municipal Electric (Honsey)—next meeting, Wed. December 17th at 6:00 p.m.
10.  (F) Tri-City Planning Committee – next meeting ________________
10.  (G) Labor/Management (Hallum, Bunke) – next meeting _______________
10.  (H) Staff Updates/Reports as available or appropriate
11.  Adjournment
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